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Usage of all data and documentation must be in accordance with the "Usage regulations - Dept. Data 
Archive for the Social Sciences" and the BDSG (Bundesdatenschutzgesetz - The German Data Protection 
Law). 
 
All investigations which aim at making statements about non-anonymized individual cases are not 
permitted. 
 
 
 
 
IMPORTANT NOTE: 
 
There is an oversample in ALLBUS for Eastern Germany (neue Bundesländer) since 1991. If it is not intended 
to analyse East and West Germany separately, these data have to be weighted. Weights for this purpose are 
offered in ALLBUS since 1996. Because of this oversample the overall frequencies shown in the codebooks 
for 1991-2002 are not simply representative. However, column percentages in the codebooks are computed 
separately for East and West. These percentages may be interpreted without weighting. The newer Variable 
Reports and data handbooks already show weighted frequencies for the whole of Germany in the variable 
descriptions. An additional overview of unweighted marginal distributions is provided as a separate 
supplement.  
 
 
For more details about the surveys, samples, and weighting see the methodological reports, introductions 
to the data handbooks or: 
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