
ALLBUS (GGSS) Sensitive Regional Data - Usage
in the Secure Data Center (SDC)

Dear user of ALLBUS (GGSS – German General Social Survey) Sensitive Regional Data,

for more precise advice and for preparing your ALLBUS working dataset we would like to ask you for some
details of your project.

1. Please give your name and the institution you work for.

2. Please name planned title and publication format of your project that you want to use ALLBUS
Sensitive Regional Data for (e.g. article in science journal, book chapter, monography). If you plan
to publish your analyses in more than one publication, please name all of them.

3. Please name the study number(s) (ZA-numbers) and title of the ALLBUS survey data that you want us
to provide to you with the regional data. An overview of all published ALLBUS cross-sectional studies
can be found here https://www.gesis.org/en/allbus/download/download-cross-sectional-studies/
and an overview of our cumulations here https://www.gesis.org/en/allbus/download/download-
cumulations/.

4. Please specify which administrative unit(s) you require (next page). For cumulations, please indicate
the required regional unit for every survey wave.

https://www.gesis.org/en/allbus/download/download-cross-sectional-studies/
https://www.gesis.org/en/allbus/download/download-cumulations/
https://www.gesis.org/en/allbus/download/download-cumulations/


ALLBUS survey wave
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Administrative district
(Regierungsbezirk)
Reference date 31.12.
previous year of survey
Reference date 31.12.20151

Spatial planning region2

(Raumordnungsregion)
Reference date 31.12.
previous year of survey
Reference date 31.12.20151

Urban and rural district/county
(Land-/Kreis und kreisfreie Stadt)
Reference date 31.12.
previous year of survey
Reference date 31.12.20151

Municipality3 (Gemeinde)
Reference date 31.12.
previous year of survey
Reference date 31.12.20151

Post code
Size of municipality4

BIK-Region4

1Due to administrative changes in territory (for example, district reforms and localizations), the specifications for the sampling year differ from the current classification. In order to offer a harmonized time
series, a harmonization to the territorial status for the 31.12.2015 has been implemented.

2Spatial planning regions can be identified with the official 3- to 4-digit key of the Federal Institute for Research on Building, Urban Affairs and Spatial Development (https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/f
orschung/raumbeobachtung/Raumabgrenzungen/deutschland/regionen/Raumordnungsregionen/raumordnungsregionen.html).

3Municipalities are identified by means of the 8-digit Allgemeinen Gemeindeschlüssel (AGS, General Municipality Key); digits 1 and 2 stand for the federal state, digit 3 labels the administrative district,
digits 4 and 5 identify the urban and rural district/county and digits 6-8 define the individual municipality. Higher administrative levels are labelled accordingly.

4For reasons of anonymization, some data from the respective survey waves had to be excluded in the Scientific Use File.

https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/forschung/raumbeobachtung/Raumabgrenzungen/deutschland/regionen/Raumordnungsregionen/raumordnungsregionen.html
https://www.bbsr.bund.de/BBSR/DE/forschung/raumbeobachtung/Raumabgrenzungen/deutschland/regionen/Raumordnungsregionen/raumordnungsregionen.html
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