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DEPARTMENT OF POLITICAL SCIENCE
TRINITY COLLEGE DUBLIN
DUBLIN 2, IRELAND

A team of researchers across Europe is interested in people’s attitudes to politics at this time of European
Parliament elections. We would ask you to please complete this questionnaire and return it, as soon as
possible, in the pre-paid envelope to the Department of Political Science at Trinity College, Dublin. ALL
ANSWERS WILL BE TREATED AS STRICTLY CONFIDENTIAL. The identity of our respondents will
never be revealed to any outside body and the information you give us will be used only for research purposes.

Most guestions will require you to put a tick (v) in a single box or series of boxes. For example:

Very Fairly Not very Not at all
Satisfied....... L Satisfied ............ L1, Satisfied ........... Lls Satisfied...... L.

Please complete using a pen and mark your answers as clearly as possible. It is important that only the person to whom this
guestionnaire was sent should fill in the questionnaire. It should not be filled in by anyone else at the same address.

EVERYONE WHO COMPLETES AND RETURNS THIS SHORT QUESTIONNAIRE WILL BE ENTERED INTO
A LOTTERY, WITH A FIRST PRIZE OF €500; A SECOND PRIZE OF €250; A THIRD PRIZE OF €100 AND
THREE €50 PRIZES. THANK YOU FOR YOUR HELP!

Q1la. What do you think is the most important problem in Ireland at present?
(Please write in the problem below in full)

Q1b. What do you think are the other important problems in Ireland at present?

(Please write in the other problems in full)

Q2. Which political party do you think would be best at dealing with the most important problem?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

Fianna Fail..........c.cocoevn... [ Labour .c.ovveeeeeeeeeenn, (s Other party...........cco...... [ o
Fine Gael ....coooovveeeennn, [, Progressive Democrats.... [_|s None of the parties........ [
Green Party .......c.ccevveee. Lls SinN FéiN...oveveeeeeeeeeen s

Q 3. As of today, is the most important issue mainly dealt with by regional, national or European political authorities?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

REGIONAL.....covvecevceeeeeceeeee e [l
NAIONAL ... s,
EUMOPEAN.......cvvvrreeeeeeeteie e en et s

Q 4. And who do you think would be most appropriate to deal with the most important issue: regional, national or
European political authorities? [Please tick (v') one box only]

REGIONAL ..o [
NGHONAD .ottt [,
EUFOPEAN ... eeereeeeee s (s
Q5. Normally, how many days of the week do you watch the news on television? [Please tick (v) one box only]
NONE <.ttt L FOUR. .ottt [ s
ONE oottt L, FIVE ettt Ule
TWO ettt Lls SHX ettt e
TRPEE ..ot s SEVEN .o Lls



Q6a. Which channels or television news programmes do you watch regularly? [Please tick (v') all that apply]

lunch-  early night-
time  evening time

RTE ONE NEWS PrOGIaMIME ........cvvveeereeeeesreeessrsssens sressessessesss sessessessarens . L (s
Network TWO NEWS PrOGIaMIME ........cveeveeververuereeees creeresresseses ereeseesearens . L (s
TV3 NEWS PIOGIAMITIE ....veeveeveeeeeeereeteeresresteetestesees sereesessesses seesseseseanes . L (s

Q7. And normally, how many days of the week do you read a newspaper? [Please tick (v') one box only]

NONE ettt [ FOUN vttt Lls
ONEB ettt [, FIVE ettt e, Lls
TWO ettt ettt Lls SHX ettt ettt [l
TREEC .ttt (s SEVEN c.veeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeereenens Lls

Q7a. Which newspaper or newspapers do you read regularly? [Please tick (v) all boxes that apply]

IFISD SUN. et [ Irish TIMES ...veveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeerseen Lls
IFISh IMITTOT oo, [, Evening Herald...........c..cc........ [l
IFISD SEAC vt Lls Local newspaper .............c......... [y
Irish Independent..........c...cc.c....... (s (01401 GUTRTRR RO [
Irish EXQMINer .....coeeeeeeevereenns Lls NONE oo [ o
Q8. How often did you do any of the following during the three or four weeks before the recent European Parliament
election?
[Put a tick (v) in the box on each line that shows how often you did the following...]
HOW OFTEN?
often  some-  never
How often did you: times
Q8a. ...watch a program about the election on television .......... .....cco.o.... . L (s
Q8b. ...read about the election in & NEWSPAPET ......... coeccveeereees evverveeaneas . L (s
Q8c. ...talk to family and friends about the election.. ..........c.... veevevverenens . L (s
Q8d. ...attend a public meeting or rally about the election......... ............... I L s
Q8e. ...look into a website concerned with the election............. vcoeveueeene. O L. Lls

Q9. Thinking back to just before the elections for the European Parliament were held, how interested were you in the
campaign for those elections? Were you: [Please tick (v) one box only]

Very Interested....[ ], Somewhat Interested....[ |,  Not Very Interested....[ ]; Not at all Interested...... s

Q10. A lot of people abstained in the European Parliament elections of June 11™, while others voted. Did you cast your
vote? [Please tick (v) one box only]

Yes |..[ |, No......... ], >goto Q12

Q11. Which party did you give your first preference vote to? [Please tick (v) one box only]

Fianna Fail ........ooooeeeeeeeeennnn [y Progressive Democrats................... s
FiNe Gael c.c.oveveveeeeeeeeeeeeeennns [, SINN FEIN oo e
Green Party .........cocevevveveeviennnns B Independent candidate ................... L],
LabOU. v s Other Party .......ccccoeeeeeveveeereenrenennn, [lio




Q12. Which party did you give your first preference vote to at the General Election of 20027 [Please tick (v') one box only]

Fianna Fail .........ccooevveeiieeeeeeeee e [l
FINE Gl v [,
GreeN Party ........c.ccoveeveeeeeeeeeeeeeenesenenen, Lls
LDOU ettt s
Progressive Democrats ..........cocceeverveevennnn [ s

SINN FEIN....eeeeeeeeee e

Independent

Other party..

Did not vote

candidate .........coeeeveiviiieeeiien, 7

Q13. And if there were a General Election tomorrow, which party would you give your first preference vote to?

[Please tick (v') one box only]

FIanNa Fail.......ovoveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e [l
FINE GABI ..ot s,
Green Party ........coceuvvevevereeeeeeeeeeeeseeen e s
LADOU ...ttt s
Progressive Democrats...........c..ccceoeveunen.. Lls

Sinn Féin
Independent

Other party .
Don’t know.
Would NOt VO ...

candidate........cccevvevvreiiciineene,

Q13a. We have a number of political parties in Ireland each of which would like to get your vote. How probable is it that
you will ever give your first preference vote to the following parties? Please tick the numbers on the scale below to
indicate your views, where ‘1’ means ‘not at all probable’ and ‘10’ means ‘very probable’.

[Please tick (v') one box on each line]

How probabile is it that you will ever give your first preference vote to...

Q13b. Fianna Fail? [Please tick (v) one hox only]

Not at all Probable

» Very Probable

| FIANNA FAIL [ L [ Ol [0 [ O | O [ 0de | [ [ Os [[do] [ho |
Q13c. Fine Gael? [Please tick (v') one box only]
Not at all Probable » Very Probable
| FINE GAEL | L [ L PO | O [ Ods [ 0de | Ohr [ [s [[do| [ho |
Q13d. The Green Party? [Please tick (v) one box only]
Not at all Probable » Very Probable
| GREEN PARTY [ L [ LL [ D0 [ O | Ods [ 0de | Thr [ e [[o] [ho |
Q13e. The Labour Party? [Please tick (v) one box only]
Not at all Probable » Very Probable
| LABOUR PARTY | L [ L PO | O [ Ods [ 0de | Ohr [ [s [[do| [ho |
Q13f. The Progressive Democrats? [Please tick (v') one box only].
Not at all Probable » VVery Probable
| PROGRESSIVEDEMOCRATS | [ Iy [[ L [ [Js | [ [ [s [ [ [L [ [ds [[do [ [ho |
Q13g. Sinn Féin? [Please tick (v) one box only].
) Not at all Probable » Very Probable
| SINN FEIN [ L [ LR [ 00 [ O | Ods [ 0de | Thr [ Os [[d| [ |
Q13h. An Independent Candidate? [Please tick (v') one box only].
Not at all Probable » VVery Probable
| INDEPENDENT [ L [ LL [ D0 [ O | Ods [ 0de | Thr [ e [[o] [ho |




Q14a. Please tell me on a score of 1 — 10 how much you personally trust each of the institutions below. ‘1’ means that you
do not trust an institution at all, and ‘10’ means you have complete trust. Firstly how much do you personally trust
the DAil? [Please tick (v') one box on each line]

Do not trust at all » CompleteTrust

|Dé-|| | I:'l | |:|2 | I:'S | |:|4 | |:|5 | |:|6 | |:|7 | |:|8 ||:|9 I:‘lO

Q14b. And how much do you trust the European parliament?

Do not trust at all » CompleteTrust

| European Parliament | [, | [ | [Tl | s | Ods | Ols | [T | O [To | [Thio |

Q14c. And how much do you trust the Irish government?

Do not trust at all » CompleteTrust

| Irishgovernment | [ | [l | [l | Ol | Ods | Dl | Ol | O [ [l [l |

Q14d. And how much do you trust the European Commission?

Do not trust at all » CompleteTrust

| European Commission | [, [ [, | [ [ [ | [OJs [ Tde [ [T | Ts [Ce | [

Q14e. And how much do you trust the Council of Ministers?

Do not trust at all »  CompleteTrust

| Council of Ministers | [, | [, | [l [ s | Tls [ Tl | [ [ Ce [Tdo] [ho |

Q15. In political matters, people talk of the “left” and the “right”. What is your position? Please indicate your views
using any number on a 10-point-scale. On this scale, where ‘1’ means “left” and ‘10’ means “right” which number
best describes your position? [Please tick (v) one box only].

Left » Right

| YOURSELF | CL IO [ O | Ol [ OOs [0 | T [ Oe [Te | [Tho |

Q15a. And where would you place the following parties on this scale? How about Fianna Fail?
[Please tick (v') one box on each line]

) Left > Right
| FIANNA FAIL [ L [0l [ O [ O | [ds [ 0de | [ [ Os [[do] [ho |
Q15b. Fine Gael?

Left » Right
| FINE GAEL [ Ch [ LR [ 00 [ O | Ods [ 0de | Thr [ Ds [[e] [ |

Q15c. The Green Party?
Left » Right
| GREEN PARTY [ L [ Ol [0 [ O | Ods [ 0de | [ [ Cs [[do] o |

Q15d. The Labour Party?
Left » Right

| LABOUR PARTY [ Ch [ LB [ Dh [ D [ [ [Dde | [y [ Ll [Dh| o |

Q15e. The Progressive Democrats?
Left » Right

| PROGRESSIVEDEMOCRATS [ [ Iy [[ o [ [l [ [ [ [ds [ [de [ [ [ds [[do [ Lo

Q15f.  Sinn Féin?

Left » Right

| SINN FEIN [ Lh [ L [ L[ O [ O [ Dl | Ll [ Ll [[o] [he |
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Q16.

Q16b.

Q17.

Q18.

Q19.

Q20.

Q21.

Q22.

Q22a.

Q22b.

What do you think about the economy? Compared to 12 months ago, do you think that the general economic
situation in this country is....? [Please tick (v') one box only]

A Lot A Little Stayed A little A lot
Better Better the same worse worse
Ll L, Cls L, Cls

And over the next 12 months, how do you think the general economic situation in Ireland will be?
[Please tick (v") one box only]

Get A Lot Get a Little Stay Get a little Get a lot
Better Better the same worse worse
. L. Cls L. Cls

To what extent would you say you are interested in politics — are you: [Please tick (v') one box only]
Very Interested....... ], Somewhat Interested........ s, Not Very Interested....[ ];  Not at all Interested...... s

Generally speaking, do you think that Ireland’s membership of the European Union is... [Please tick (v') one box only]
A Good thing....... [y A Bad thing........ [, Neither good nor bad....[ 15

Please indicate how strongly you agree or disagree with each of the following three statements. When jobs are
scarce, employers should give priority to Irish people over citizens from other EU member-countries who want to
work here. [Please tick (v') one box only]

Strongly agree....... [l Agree........ L1, Disagree....[ s Strongly disagree......[ ],

Citizens from other EU member-countries who live in Ireland should be entitled to vote in local elections.
[Please tick (v') one box only]

Strongly agree....... [, Agree........ [, Disagree....[ 15 Strongly disagree...... [l

Citizens from other EU member-countries who live in Ireland should not be entitled to social security or
unemployment benefits. [Please tick (v) one box only]

Strongly agree....... [, Agree........ [, Disagree....[ 15 Strongly disagree...... [l

Some say European unification should be pushed further. Others say it already has gone too far. What is your
opinion? Please indicate your views using a 10-point scale. On this scale, 1 means unification ‘has already gone too
far’ and 10 means it ‘should be pushed further’. What number on this scale best describes your position?

[Please tick (v') one box on each line]

European unification has European unification
already gone too far > should be pushed further
I:‘l I:‘Z | I:‘S | |:|4 | |:|5 | |:|6 | |:|7 | |:|8 | |:|9 | I:‘lO |

And about where would you place the following parties on this scale? How about Fianna Fail?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

European unification has European unification
already gone too far > should be pushed further

|:|l | |:|2 | |:|3 | |:|4 | |:|5 | |:|6 | |:|7 | |:|8 | |:|9 | I:‘lO

How about Fine Gael? [Please tick (v) one box only]

European unification has European unification
already gone too far > should be pushed further

L Ch [ Ol [ O [ O [ 0 [ O [ OF [ [ [0 | [ho |




Q22c. How about the Green Party? [Please tick (v') one box only]

European unification has European unification
already gone too far > should be pushed further

|:|l | |:|2 | |:|3 | |:|4 | |:|5 | |:|6 | |:|7 | I:'S | |:|9 | I:‘lO

Q22d. How about the Labour Party? [Please tick (v') one box only]

European unification has European unification
already gone too far > should be pushed further

| I:‘l I:‘Z | I:‘S | |:|4 | |:|5 | |:|6 | |:|7 | |:|8 | |:|9 | I:'lO |

Q22e. How about the Progressive Democrats? [Please tick (v') one box only]

European unification has European unification
already gone too far > should be pushed further

L Lh Ll [ Ol [ O [ O [ O [ L [ [ [[d | [ho |

Q22f. How about Sinn Féin? [Please tick (v') one box only]

European unification has European unification
already gone too far > should be pushed further

L Ch [ Ol [ O [ O [ O [ O [ 0h [ [ [0 | [ho |

Q23. Do you ever think of yourself not only as an Irish citizen, but also as a citizen of the European Union?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

Often............ Ll Sometimes............. s, Never............. s

Q24. Are you personally proud or not to be a citizen of the European Union? Would you say you are...
[Please tick (v') one box only]

Very proud....[ ],  Fairlyproud...... ],  Notvery proud......[ | Notatall proud....... 1,

Q25a. Thinking back to the second referendum held in Ireland on the Nice Treaty of the European Union in October 2002,
do you remember whether you cast your vote and, if so, whether you voted in favour or against?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

Did not cast a vote......... [y Votedinfavour.......... [, Voted against.......... B

Q26 Now I would like to ask you a question about how much trust you have in people from various countries. Let’s start
with the Austrians: do you trust them a lot or not very much? And the Belgians? [Please tick (v') one box on each

line]
I would have: €)] (b) I would have: @ (b)
A lot Not very A lot Not very
of trust much trust of trust much trust

1. AUSEFIANS oo [ P s, 15, THSH e Clieeeeenen, Ll

2. Belgians.........ccovveeuererererereeieeians [ P s, 16, HANANS....oveeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Clieeeennnn, L

3 BIItISN e [ P s, 17, LatVIANS ..o Clieeeeenen, Ll

4, BUlgarians.........ccc.oceveveveernrennnnn, [ P [, 18. Lithuanians........ccceeeeeeeeeeeeeesessnnn, Clyeeeneene. 1,

0/ o T To] U [ P [, 19. LuXembOourgers ..........cccceveevenns. Clyeeeneene. 1,

B. CZECNS oo [ P [, 20, MAEESE ..ot Clyeeeneene. 1,

7. DANES oo [ F [, 21, POIES ..o Clyeeeeenne. [

8. DULCH oo [ F [, 22. POIUGUESE .......oveereriereeeeeerieeen Clyeeeeenne. [

9. ESONIANS v.vveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeennenens [ F [, 23, ROMANIANS +.veeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseseeeens Clyeeeeenne. [
10, FINNS oo [ F [, 24, SIOVAKS ....veveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e e, [
11, FIENCN covoeeeeeeeeeeeeee e [ F [, 25, SIOVENES ....vveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeaeens Clheeeeennn. [
12. GEIMANS wvovveeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeeeeeeanenens [ F [, 26. SPANIArdS........ccovvvevevererreeesrerreenees e, [
13, GIEEK vttt [ P s, 27. SWEAES ..o, Clieeeeenen, Ll
14. HUNQArians..........covvevvrvererereeennnnns [ P s, 28, TUIKS oot Clieeeennnn, L



Q27. On the whole are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied, or not at all satisfied with the way democracy
works in Ireland? Are you... [Please tick (v) one box only]

Very Fairly Not very Not at all
Satisfied ....... [ Satisfied............. [ Satisfied............ (s Satisfied...... [ s

Q28. All in all again, are you very satisfied, fairly satisfied, not very satisfied, or not at all satisfied with the way
democracy works in the European Union? [Please tick (v') one box only]

Very Fairly Not very Not at all
Satisfied ....... [ Satisfied............. [ Satisfied............ (s Satisfied...... [ s

Q29. Let us now come back to Ireland. Do you approve or disapprove of the government’s record to date?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

ApProve............ L Disapprove............. L,

Q.30a. Do you usually consider yourself to be close to any particular party? If so, which party do you feel close to?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

Fianna Fail ..., [l Progressive Democrats..................... [ s
Fine Gael ..., s, SINNFEIN ..o, e
Green Party .......cccoocveveveeiveveeeeeie e, Lls Other party .......c.cccoevevvevevvevieierennnn, [0 >goto Q31
LaDOUL e (s Not close to any party ...........c......... [ i1 >goto Q31

Q30b. Do you feel yourself to be very close to this party, fairly close, or merely a sympathiser? [Please tick (v) one box only]
Very close....[];  Fairlyclose ......[ ], Merely a Sympathiser......[ ]

Q.31. How much confidence do you have that decisions made by the European Union will be in the interest of Ireland?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

A great deal of confidence....[ ] A fair amount ......[ ], Not very much......[ ];  No confidence at all ......[ ],
Q.32. How much confidence do you have that decisions made by the European Union will be in the interest of people
like you? [Please tick (v') one box only]
A great deal of confidence....[ ] A fair amount ......[ ], Not very much......[];  No confidence at all ......[ ],
D1. Now, can we ask you a few questions about yourself?
Are you yourself a member of a trade union or is anyone else in your household a member of a trade union?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

Yes, lam....[ ]  Yes, someoneelseis......[ ],  Yes, both | am and someoneelseis......[ J; No......... [ls

D2. How old were you when you stopped full-time education? Please write in age in years|:|:| Still studying...... [l
97

D3. Areyou.... [Please tick (v) one box only] Male....... Ly Female........ L1,

D4. Inwhat year were you born? Please write year in boxes

119
D4a. In what country were you born? [Please tick (v') one box only]

Ireland......[ ], Other...... [, |(please write in country)

D4b. If other, when did you first come to Ireland?
Please write in year in boxes

D5. How many people live in your household, including yourself, who are 18 years of age or older?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

OB ettt ettt ettt [ S ettt ettt ettt ettt et ettt ettt eeees ]



7

TR ettt Lls T 3 SOOI ]
8

o TO R Ll NINE OF IMOTE ..ottt ]
9

IV ettt ettt et ettt et Lls

D6. What is your current work situation? Are you:

[Please tick (v') one box only] D6a. Are/were you working in...?

Self-employed........ccooveeiiiii e [ [i>gotoqQDea  [Please tick (v') one box only]

EMPIOYEA......veceeveceeeeee e, [ ,>00t0QD6a_ AQFCUIUIE ..o ]
1

1N SCROOL ..ottt (s State INAUSITY ......coeveeeceereeeeeeee e ]
2

Working in the household.............cccoevveererevcerennnen. s Private INAUSEIY ......oveeveeerereeeeeeeeee e ]
3

RETIFE vttt ettt et ettt e e et eeeaens [ 559010 QD62  PUBIC SEIVICES ....eoveveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeres ]
4

UNEMPIOYEA ......oveeviecieccee e, [Je>goto QDBa  Private SEIVICES ......coooovoeoeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeerenenenns ]
5

ONET ettt ettt [l OB ettt ]
7

D7. If you were asked to choose one of these five names for your social class, which one would you say you belong to?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

WOTKING ClaSS .....cocvvviveriieisicreieresee e Ll Upper mMiddle Class..........cccuevrievenireeeriieieiieesieieis e ]
4
Lower Middle Class ......coveeeeeeeeeeeeeereeeesseeeeens [, UPPET ClASS.....cvovevecerercieeeteeiese et ]
5
MIAAIE CIASS...v et Ll OBNET ettt ettt e st en et et et e ]
6

D8. Would you say you live in a rural area or village, in a small or middle size town, or in a large town or city?
[Please tick (v') one box only]

Rural area or village....[ ],  Small or middle size town......[ 1, Large town or city......[ |3

D9. Do you consider yourself as belonging to a particular religion? (If yes) Which one? [Please tick (v') one box only]

Roman Catholic Ll
PrOTESTANT ..ot ee e eseseen [,
Other e |:|8
NONE. ettt ettt ettt ettt eeeenenenes [ls>goto D11
D10. How often nowadays do you attend religious services? [Please tick (v') one box only]
Several times a week [l
ONCE AWEEK ..o [,
A few times @ Year........ccocovvevveveeeveierinnnnns (s
ONCE A YL OF IESS ...eveveveveeceeee e, Cls
NBVET ...ttt ee et ee e s e en e Lls

D11. We also need some information about the income of this household to be able to analyse the survey results for
different types of household. Please count the total wages and salaries per month of all members of this household;
all pensions and social insurance benefits; child allowances and any other income like rents etc. Of course your
answer, as with all other replies in this survey, will be treated confidentially. Can you please tell me what is the
approximate monthly income of your household?

Please write in the amount —»

THANK-YOU FOR TAKING THE TIME TO COMPLETE THIS SURVEY




PLEASE RETURN IT IN THE FREEPOST
ENVELOPE SUPPLIED

NO STAMP IS NECESSARY



