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INTERNAT 1 ONAL SURVEY XX4

Great Britain

-

June, 1955

Pur@se

To investigate the attitude and opinions of the
British clectors in relation to current intera

national affairs,

Method

2

Personal interviews were made with a sample of
800 respondents selected at random from the
Electoral Register, 19541955 edltion

The Sample

3

Partiamentary Constiituencies were selected to
give correct stratification according to the
digtribution of the electors of Great Britain

{England, Wales and Scotland) by:

a) 12 Registrar Generalls Regions, ‘and

b} residence in constituencies held respect-
ively by Labour, Conservative and Liberal
Members of Parliament in the 1955 General
Election.

6 Copies of the interviewers! instructions and

the tables of random numbers concerned have
been supplied together with copies of the

questionnaire and hand-out cards employed,

Result of Calis Made

7 Of the 1,040 people named in the original

selection, 65 were not contacted because the
Electoral Regisier, complled in 1954, was out

of date,

8 Of the 975 effectively included on the "Live"

Register 800 were successfully interviewed

repraesenting a success rate of 82,0%

9 Detaiis of the result of calls made are gﬁ\en

in the table owver page,

Control of Fieldwork

4  The urgency of the engquiry required that inter-
viewers should themseclives sclect the names and 10 Eightysnine investigators were employed, each
addresses of their contacts within the pre- covering one constituency. All investigstors
scribed consiituencies. They were given had worked on similar snquiries,
explicit instructions and tables of random
11 Postal chacks were sent t0 one in every ten
numbers, (taken from Tippettl!s Tables), for 4
. contacts, Personal recalls were made by
the selection of:
supervisors during the fieldwork,
a) the polling districts, and
b) the lndlv.udua'ls within the selected Dates of Fleldwork
polling districts. Dates of Fleldwork
i i i th -
S The interviewers were informed that their selec 12 Interviewing commenced on Monday, I3th June,
k i h 0 :
tions would be checked against the electoral and finished on Wednesday, 22nd June, 1955
register maintained by the Central Office of
Information in London, The checks showed that
the selection of the contacts were carried .
out correctly, i'
!
i
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RESUL: UF ALL CALLS MADE

No,
Total number of names and addresses on original ist¥ 1,040
Less
Died since Register in operation 14
Moved before Register in Operation 1
Moved to another district 39
Away in Scrvices; emigrated A 65
"Live" Ragister 875
| ]
Interviews obtained 800 82.0
Interviews not obtained
Refusals 57 5.8
** Temporarily gway; not in 97 10,0
111; infirm; in hospital; mentally deficient 2 —2e2
973 100,0

* 1954/1955 Electoral Register compiled in October, 1954,

" This survey was made at the beginning of the summer holiday peried.
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Notes on the Tables

1. Provisional Tables were supplied on 29th June, 1935.

2, With the exceptions stated betow all figures appoaring in the foliowing tables are percen
tages calculated on the sample ("Number of cases") shown in the Tinal sojumn on each page,
The sign 4 indicates less than 0.5%.

3, The exceptions to this arc the figures appearing in:
a) the "number of cascs" column, and
*

b) the lires ~reccded by an aste-~isk

4, Attention is drawn to the fact that some of the samples uscd as bases for the percentages
are small, the smailost being 54~ the number of interviews in thc Welsh rogicn,

5. The "Regions” reforred to in this repori comprises

Southern England: Bedfordshire, Berks, Bucks, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Essex, Herts,
Kent, London, Middx,, Oxon, Somerset, Hants, Surrey, Sussex,
Isle of wight and Yilts,

Midlands: Cambs,, Derbyshirc, lsle of Ely, Glos., Hoereford, Hunts., Leics,,
Lincs,, Monmouth, Norfolk, Northants, Notis,, Rutiand, Salop,
Staffs,, Suffolk, Warwick, and Worcs,

Northern England: Cheshire, Cumber)and, Durham, lLancs, Northumberland, Westmorcland,

and Yorks,
Wales: All counties.
Scotland: All counties.

6, "Woting intention" cmploys the grouping of rosgondents according to their answers to the
question:  "ihich politica) party do you think is the best for people |ike yourself?
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