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INTERNATIONAL SURVEY XX5

Great Britian

- August, 1955

Purpo se

To investigate the attitude and opinions of the
British electors in relation to current inter-

national affairs.

Me thod

2

The Sample

3

Personal interviews were made with a sample of
800 respondents solastod at random. from the
Eleatoral Register, 1954/1955 edition

—-

Pariiamentary Constituencies were selected to
give oorrect stratification according to the
distribution of the electors of Great Britian

{England, Wales and Scotland) by:

a) 12 Registrar Genoralls Regions, and

b) residence in constituencics hold respeot-
ively by Labour, Conservative and Libera!
Members of Parliament in the 1955 General
Election.

The urgency of the enquiry required that inter-

viewers should thomselves seloat tho names and

addresses of their oontacts within the pre-
soribed constituencies. They were given
expli;:it instructions and tables of random

numbers, (taken from Tippett!s Tables), for ;

the seleation of: ;

a) tho polling districts, and

b} the individuals within the solected '
polling distriats.

Tho intervicwers wore informod that their solec

tions would be chocked against thd olectoral

rogistor maintained by the Central Office of

information in London. The checks showed that

the selection of tha contacts wure carried out ;

correctiy. !

6 Copies of the interviewers! instructions and
the tables of random numbers concgrnod have
bean supplied together with copies of the

guestionnaire and hand-out cards employed.
Result of Calls Made

7?7 Of the 1105 people named in the originail
sclgction, 82 werc not contacted bocause the
Elgotoral Rogister, compiled in 1958, was out
of date.

8 Of tho 1025 offoctively included on the "Live"
Register 800 werc successfully interviewed

representing a succoss rate of 7.2%

9 Details of tha result of calls madse are given

in $he table over page.

Control of Ficldwork

10 Eightyweight irvestigators wore omployed, oach
covering one constituoncy. All investigators

had worked on similar enquirics.

11 Postal chocks were sent to one in every ten
contacts, Personal recalls wore made by

supervisors during the fieldwork.

Dates of Ficldwork

12 Interviowing commenced on Friday, |2th August,
and finished on Monday, 28nd August, 1955
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RESULT OF ALL CALLS MADE

m'
Total numbar of names and addrusses on original list¥* 1,108
Lces
Dicd sincc Registar in opuration i3
Movcd beforc Register in operation 2z
Moved to another district 43
Away in Services; emigrated 4 82
"Live"Register 1,023
: %
Intorvicws obtained 800 m,2
Interviews not obtained
Refusals 55 S.4
“*Tamporarily away; not in 143 14,0
1H1; infirm; in hogpital; montaily deficient 25 244
1,023 1000

* 1954/1955 Electoral Registur compiled in October, 1954

**  This survey was made during the summer holiday period

Notes on the Tables

4,

3,

6.

7.

Provisional Tablos wore supplicd on 2nd Septomber, 1955,

.

Vith the exceptions stated below all figures appearing in the following tables aro percane

tages calculated on the samplc {"Numbcr of cases") shown in the final column on cach page. |

The siogn # indicates luss than 0.5%.
The exceptions to this zre ths figures appoaring in:

a)  the "number of cases™ column, and
b) ths linos preceded by an asterisk *

The total figures are shown as poercontages and as abaolute figures in this report.

Attontion is drawn to the fact that some of the samplas used as bases for the percentages
arg small, the smallost being 57 « the number of inturvicws in towns of 2,000 - 5,000
inhabitants.

The "Regions" refarred to in this rcport compriso:

Southern England: Bedfordshirc, Berks, Bucks, Cornwall, Devon, Dorset, Essex, Herts,
Kent, London, Middx., Oxon, Somerset, Mants, Surrcoy, Sussex, lsle
of Wight and Wilts.

Midlands: Cambs., Darbyshire, Isle of Ely, Glos., Hereford, Munts., Leics.,
Lincs., Monmouth, Norfolk, Northants, Notts., Rutiand, Szlop, Staffs,
Suffolk, Warwick and tiorcs.

Northorn England: Chcshire, Cumberland, Ourham, Lancs., Nerthumberiand, Westmoreland,

and Yorks.
vialesg: All countiese
Scotiand: All countics.

"Woting intention" amploys the grouping of respondents according to their answers to the
quustion: "Which political party do you think is the best for people like yoursclf?"
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