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BBC China 2006 

 
Fieldwork Report 

Quantitative Survey in Ten Cities 
 
 
1 Research Objective 
To survey a sample of the resident population of Beijing, Shanghai, Chengdu, Shenyang, 
Nanjing, Guangzhou, Tianjin, Chongqing, Xian, and Kunming (15+) on various issues of 
media consumption.  
 
 
2 Methodology  
 
2.1 Sample Population 
According to the 2000 Population Census Data, the resident population aged 15+ in the 
ten cities was ca. 51 million persons. 
 

 Total population 

(urban) 

Total sample population 

(urban, 15+) 

Beijing 9,584,343 8,448,908 

Shanghai 11,778,069 10,405,515 

Chengdu 5,930,233 4,968,780 

Shenyang 3,791,326 3,301,532 

Nanjing 3,624,234 3,167,275 

Guangzhou 6,181,002 5,330,833 

Tianjin 7,499,181 6,413,349 

Chongqing 3,824,317 3,337,233 

Xi’an 3,413,956 2,961,482 

Kunming 2,982,843 2,560,589 

Total 58,609,504 50,895,496 
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2.2 Sample Size 
N = 2,800 completed interviews, including 
 

City No. of interviews 

Beijing 350 

Shanghai 350 

Chengdu 350 

Shenyang 250 

Nanjing 250 

Guangzhou 250 

Tianjin 250 

Chongqing 250 

Xi’an 250 

Kunming 250 

Total 2,800 

 
2.3 Method of administering the survey instruments 
Face-to-face interviews in respondents’ homes. 
 
 
3 Sampling Design 
A multi-stage random probability routine was followed.  
 

Step 1 - Districts 
In each city Districts were selected randomly from a complete list. The number of 
interviews to be conducted in each District was proportional to the population size. 
 

City No. of selected 
Districts 

Beijing 8 

Shanghai 10 

Chengdu 5 

Shenyang 5 

Nanjing 6 

Guangzhou 7 

Tianjin 6 

Chongqing 6 

Xi’an 6 

Kunming 4 

Total 63 
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Step 2 – Sub-districts 
In each city Sub-districts were selected randomly from a complete list. The number 
of interviews to be conducted in each Sub-district was proportional to the population 
size. 
 

City No. of selected 
Sub-Districts 

Beijing 32 

Shanghai 28 

Chengdu 32 

Shenyang 21 

Nanjing 23 

Guangzhou 21 

Tianjin 21 

Chongqing 21 

Xi’an 21 

Kunming 21 

Total 241 

 
 
Step 3 – Residents’ Committees 
Within each Sub-district, Residents’ Committees (RC) were selected randomly from 
the complete list of the RC from the database of the State Statistical Bureau. 
 

City No. of selected 
Residents’ Committees 

Beijing 32 

Shanghai 28 

Chengdu 32 

Shenyang 21 

Nanjing 23 

Guangzhou 21 

Tianjin 21 

Chongqing 21 

Xi’an 21 

Kunming 21 

Total 241 

 
 
Step 4 – Households 
Within each chosen Residents’ Committee, households were selected by random 
route. The premises of the Residents’ Committee or associated locations served as 
starting points.  
 
Step 5 - Respondents 
The selection of respondents was carried out by Kish grid. A ‘3 call-backs’ system 
was employed for unavailable respondents. Unavailable/unwilling respondents were 
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not replaced within the same household. Practically, this meant that the interviewer 
called back up to three times in order to interview the selected respondent. If the 
respondent was still not available, a new household was selected. 
 
Average number of interviews conducted in each sampling point was ca. 12. 

 
Average Number of Interviews per Sampling Point 
City Average No. of Interviews/RC 

Beijing 11 

Shanghai 13 

Chengdu 11 

Shenyang 12 

Nanjing 11 

Guangzhou 12 

Tianjin 12 

Chongqing 12 

Xi’an 12 

Kunming 12 

Total 12 

 
 
4 Fieldworkers and Training 
In total 23 supervisors and 117 interviewers were employed for this project.  
 

City No. of Supervisors No. of Interviewers 

Beijing 2 10 

Shanghai 5 15 

Chengdu 2 10 

Shenyang 2 10 

Nanjing 2 10 

Guangzhou 2 15 

Tianjin 2 10 

Chongqing 2 16 

Xi’an 2 9 

Kunming 2 12 

Total 23 117 

 
 
Supervisors from all ten cities and QC staff were trained in Shanghai by Oxford Research 
International’s Senior Manager. This ensured homogeneous training and a methodological 
approach by all fieldworkers. Local supervisors held a central training in their cities for all 
interviewers. The training of the interviewers included household and respondent 
selection, procedure for call-backs, recording unsuccessful attempts, general interviewing 
techniques, a detailed explanation of the questionnaire, and mock-interviews. 
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5 Quality Control 
Call-backs 
74% of the interviews were back-checked: by supervisors being present at the interview 
(ca. 14%), by visiting the respondent after the interview took place (ca. 17%), or via phone 
(ca. 43%). 
 
Data Entry and Consistency Checks  
A double entry procedure was used to reduce potential errors in data entry. Thorough 
consistency checks were run on the final data file to guarantee that inconsistent or illogical 
answers were minimised. 
 
6 Weighting 
A weighting factor was calculated and included in the final data file. It was calculated on 
the basis of an interlocking age/gender/city matrix compiled from 2000 Population Census 
data. 
 
Beijing (2000 Population Census) 

Age Groups Men Women Total 

 Population % Population % Population % 

15-19 473,267 5.6 414,627 4.9 887,894 10.5 

20-29 1,050,168 12.4 838,817 9.9 1,888,985 22.4 

30-39 1,048,225 12.4 877,253 10.4 1,925,478 22.8 

40-49 867,938 10.3 807,500 9.6 1,675,438 19.8 

50-59 400,957 4.7 422,778 5.0 823,735 9.7 

60-69 371,536 4.4 410,211 4.9 781,747 9.3 

70+ 224,551 2.7 241,080 2.9 465,631 5.5 

Total 4,436,642 52.5 4,012,266 47.5 8,448,908 100.0 

 
Beijing - Weighting Factor Calculation 

 2000 Population Census Sample (%) Weight 

Age Groups Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 

15-19 5.6 4.9 10.5 2.9 2.6 5.4 1.96053 1.90846 1.93586 

20-29 12.4 9.9 22.4 12.0  13.1  25.1  1.03580  0.75540  0.88923  

30-39 12.4 10.4 22.8 8.6  11.1  19.7  1.44744  0.93181  1.15600  

40-49 10.3 9.6 19.8 8.3  9.7  18.0  1.23982  0.98385  1.10168  

50-59 4.7 5.0 9.7 8.0  6.9  14.9  0.59321  0.72974  0.65622  

60-69 4.4 4.9 9.3 4.9  5.7  10.6  0.90536  0.84966  0.87525  

70+ 2.7 2.9 5.5 2.6  3.7  6.3  1.03357  0.76822  0.87677  

NA          

Total 52.5 47.5 100.0 47.1  52.9  100.0  1.11388  0.89843  1.00000  
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Shanghai (2000 Population Census) 

Age Groups Men Women Total 

 Population % Population % Population % 

15-19 501,472 4.8 489,594 4.7 991,066 9.5 

20-29 1,039,491 10.0 914,155 8.8 1,953,646 18.8 

30-39 1,089,175 10.5 888,687 8.5 1,977,862 19.0 

40-49 1,294,182 12.4 1,165,509 11.2 2,459,691 23.6 

50-59 638,836 6.1 576,668 5.5 1,215,504 11.7 

60-69 435,777 4.2 475,313 4.6 911,090 8.8 

70+ 391,266 3.8 505,390 4.9 896,656 8.6 

Total 5,390,199 51.8 5,015,316 48.2 10,405,515 100.0 

 
Shanghai - Weighting Factor Calculation 

 2000 Population Census Sample (%) Weight 

Age Groups Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 

15-19 4.8 4.7 9.5 3.1 1.7 4.9 1.53341 2.74466 1.96091 

20-29 10.0 8.8 18.8 10.0  7.4  17.4  0.99898  1.18264  1.07726  

30-39 10.5 8.5 19.0 5.4  4.9  10.3  1.92818  1.75835  1.84798  

40-49 12.4 11.2 23.6 12.9  11.7  24.6  0.96736  0.95617  0.96203  

50-59 6.1 5.5 11.7 10.6  11.4  22.0  0.58075  0.48492  0.53097  

60-69 4.2 4.6 8.8 4.9  6.0  10.9  0.86222  0.76132  0.80646  

70+ 3.8 4.9 8.6 4.9  5.1  10.0  0.77415  0.94441  0.86171  

NA          

Total 51.8 48.2 100.0 51.7  48.3  100.0  1.00168  0.99820  1.00000  

 
 
Chengdu (2000 Population Census) 

Age Groups Men Women Total 

 Population % Population % Population % 

15-19 252,900 5.1 247,837 5.0 500,737 10.1 

20-29 660,407 13.3 597,019 12.0 1,257,426 25.3 

30-39 639,135 12.9 561,868 11.3 1,201,003 24.2 

40-49 426,130 8.6 384,260 7.7 810,390 16.3 

50-59 280,816 5.7 264,559 5.3 545,375 11.0 

60-69 201,355 4.1 191,262 3.8 392,617 7.9 

70+ 127,119 2.6 134,113 2.7 261,232 5.3 

Total 2,587,862 52.1 2,380,918 47.9 4,968,780 100.0 

 
Chengdu - Weighting Factor Calculation 

 2000 Population Census Sample (%) Weight 

Age Groups Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 

15-19 5.1 5.0 10.1 2.6 1.4 4.0 1.97936 3.49152 2.51942 

20-29 13.3 12.0 25.3 12.6 11.7 24.3 1.05725 1.02571 1.04203 

30-39 12.9 11.3 24.2 10.6 14.0 24.6 1.21677 0.80771 0.98370 

40-49 8.6 7.7 16.3 10.9 6.9 17.7 0.78991 1.12780 0.92071 

50-59 5.7 5.3 11.0 8.3 7.4 15.7 0.68209 0.71675 0.69847 

60-69 4.1 3.8 7.9 4.9 4.0 8.9 0.83432 0.96232 0.89212 

70+ 2.6 2.7 5.3 3.1 1.7 4.9 0.81402 1.57448 1.08242 

NA          

Total 52.1 47.9 100.0 52.9 47.1 100.0 0.98534 1.01643 1.00000 

 
 



2006 Oxford Research International     

 7

Shenyang (2000 Population Census) 

Age Groups Men Women Total 

 Population % Population % Population % 

15-19 162,895 4.9 149,832 4.5 312,727 9.5 

20-29 297,405 9.0 277,004 8.4 574,409 17.4 

30-39 381,493 11.6 362,906 11.0 744,399 22.5 

40-49 398,519 12.1 384,402 11.6 782,921 23.7 

50-59 167,934 5.1 172,777 5.2 340,711 10.3 

60-69 152,233 4.6 181,535 5.5 333,768 10.1 

70+ 104,860 3.2 107,737 3.3 212,597 6.4 

Total 1,665,339 50.4 1,636,193 49.6 3,301,532 100.0 

 
Shenyang - Weighting Factor Calculation 

 2000 Population Census Sample (%) Weight 

Age Groups Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 

15-19 4.9 4.5 9.5 2.4 3.6 6.0 2.05580 1.26063 1.57870 

20-29 9.0 8.4 17.4 14.8 8.4 23.2 0.60865 0.99883 0.74992 

30-39 11.6 11.0 22.5 9.6 11.6 21.2 1.20365 0.94759 1.06354 

40-49 12.1 11.6 23.7 12.8 7.6 20.4 0.94303 1.53199 1.16244 

50-59 5.1 5.2 10.3 9.6 7.2 16.8 0.52985 0.72684 0.61427 

60-69 4.6 5.5 10.1 1.6 4.0 5.6 2.88186 1.37463 1.80527 

70+ 3.2 3.3 6.4 4.0 2.8 6.8 0.79403 1.16544 0.94696 

NA          

Total 50.4 49.6 100.0 54.8 45.2 100.0 0.92046 1.09643 1.00000 

 
Nanjing (2000 Population Census) 

Age Groups Men Women Total 

 Population % Population % Population % 

15-19 177,904 5.6 153,070 4.8 330,974 10.4 

20-29 408,367 12.9 318,345 10.1 726,712 22.9 

30-39 412,810 13.0 333,299 10.5 746,109 23.6 

40-49 313,200 9.9 278,777 8.8 591,977 18.7 

50-59 180,549 5.7 166,234 5.2 346,783 10.9 

60-69 124,917 3.9 125,352 4.0 250,269 7.9 

70+ 79,645 2.5 94,806 3.0 174,451 5.5 

Total 1,697,392 53.6 1,469,883 46.4 3,167,275 100.0 

 
Nanjing - Weighting Factor Calculation 

 2000 Population Census Sample (%) Weight 

Age Groups Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 

15-19 5.6 4.8 10.4 2.4 1.6 4.0 2.34039 3.02054 2.61245 

20-29 12.9 10.1 22.9 14.4 13.2 27.6 0.89537 0.76144 0.83132 

30-39 13.0 10.5 23.6 11.6 10.4 22.0 1.12359 1.01185 1.07076 

40-49 9.9 8.8 18.7 8.8 6.0 14.8 1.12371 1.46697 1.26287 

50-59 5.7 5.2 10.9 8.0 6.8 14.8 0.71256 0.77184 0.73979 

60-69 3.9 4.0 7.9 4.4 6.8 11.2 0.89636 0.58202 0.70551 

70+ 2.5 3.0 5.5 4.0 1.6 5.6 0.62866 1.87081 0.98356 

NA          

Total 53.6 46.4 100.0 53.6 46.4 100.0 0.99984 1.00018 1.00000 
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Guangzhou (2000 Population Census) 

Age Groups Men Women Total 

 Population % Population % Population % 

15-19 308,986 5.8 323,012 6.1 631,998 11.9 

20-29 871,834 16.4 747,439 14.0 1,619,273 30.4 

30-39 702,144 13.2 555,630 10.4 1,257,774 23.6 

40-49 436,247 8.2 376,070 7.1 812,317 15.2 

50-59 217,515 4.1 207,958 3.9 425,473 8.0 

60-69 168,062 3.2 174,289 3.3 342,351 6.4 

70+ 107,599 2.0 134,048 2.5 241,647 4.5 

Total 2,812,387 52.8 2,518,446 47.2 5,330,833 100.0 

 
Guangzhou - Weighting Factor Calculation 

 2000 Population Census Sample (%) Weight 

Age Groups Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 

15-19 5.8 6.1 11.9 6.4 2.0 8.4 0.90566 3.02966 1.41137 

20-29 16.4 14.0 30.4 8.0 7.6 15.6 2.04432 1.84488 1.94715 

30-39 13.2 10.4 23.6 9.6 14.0 23.6 1.37202 0.74450 0.99976 

40-49 8.2 7.1 15.2 10.8 15.6 26.4 0.75773 0.45222 0.57720 

50-59 4.1 3.9 8.0 10.0 4.8 14.8 0.40803 0.81272 0.53928 

60-69 3.2 3.3 6.4 2.4 3.2 5.6 1.31360 1.02170 1.14680 

70+ 2.0 2.5 4.5 2.8 2.8 5.6 0.72087 0.89806 0.80947 

NA          

Total 52.8 47.2 100.0 50.0 50.0 100.0 1.05514 0.94486 1.00000 

 
 
Tianjin (2000 Population Census) 

Age Groups Men Women Total 

 Population % Population % Population % 

15-19 363,164 5.7 336,813 5.3 699,977 10.9 

20-29 632,346 9.9 561,411 8.8 1,193,757 18.6 

30-39 711,363 11.1 660,747 10.3 1,372,110 21.4 

40-49 731,725 11.4 713,523 11.1 1,445,248 22.5 

50-59 381,141 5.9 385,792 6.0 766,933 12.0 

60-69 261,373 4.1 286,103 4.5 547,476 8.5 

70+ 185,312 2.9 202,536 3.2 387,848 6.0 

Total 3,266,424 50.9 3,146,925 49.1 6,413,349 100.0 

 
Tianjin - Weighting Factor Calculation 

 2000 Population Census Sample (%) Weight 

Age Groups Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 

15-19 5.7 5.3 10.9 5.8  2.5  8.3  0.97883  2.11821  1.32064  

20-29 9.9 8.8 18.6 16.5  11.2  27.7  0.59652  0.78460  0.67231  

30-39 11.1 10.3 21.4 6.2  5.8  12.0  1.78950  1.78089  1.78534  

40-49 11.4 11.1 22.5 9.1  9.5  18.6  1.25503  1.17061  1.21188  

50-59 5.9 6.0 12.0 7.4  6.6  14.0  0.79899  0.90984  0.85116  

60-69 4.1 4.5 8.5 2.9  6.6  9.5  1.40894  0.67473  0.89819  

70+ 2.9 3.2 6.0 2.5  7.4  9.9  1.16542  0.42458  0.60979  

NA    2.5  0.8  3.3  0.00000  0.00000  0.00000  

Total 50.9 49.1 100.0 52.9  50.4  100.0  0.96293  0.97332  1.00000  
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Chongqing (2000 Population Census) 

Age Groups Men Women Total 

 Population % Population % Population % 

15-19 174,701 5.2 164,867 4.9 339,568 10.2 

20-29 378,126 11.3 333,031 10.0 711,157 21.3 

30-39 413,560 12.4 364,577 10.9 778,137 23.3 

40-49 360,205 10.8 318,133 9.5 678,338 20.3 

50-59 198,646 6.0 174,529 5.2 373,175 11.2 

60-69 119,565 3.6 130,395 3.9 249,960 7.5 

70+ 94,825 2.8 112,073 3.4 206,898 6.2 

Total 1,739,628 52.1 1,597,605 47.9 3,337,233 100.0 

 
Chongqing - Weighting Factor Calculation 

 2000 Population Census Sample (%) Weight 

Age Groups Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 

15-19 5.2 4.9 10.2 1.6 0.8 2.4 3.27182 6.17529 4.23964 

20-29 11.3 10.0 21.3 9.2 14.8 24.0 1.23158 0.67427 0.88791 

30-39 12.4 10.9 23.3 13.6 15.6 29.2 0.91120 0.70029 0.79852 

40-49 10.8 9.5 20.3 10.4 12.0 22.4 1.03784 0.79440 0.90743 

50-59 6.0 5.2 11.2 6.0 9.2 15.2 0.99207 0.56845 0.73567 

60-69 3.6 3.9 7.5 4.0 1.6 5.6 0.89569 2.44205 1.33751 

70+ 2.8 3.4 6.2 0.4 0.8 1.2 7.10356 4.19783 5.16641 

NA          

Total 52.1 47.9 100.0 45.2 54.8 100.0 1.15327 0.87358 1.00000 

 
 
Xi’an (2000 Population Census) 

Age Groups Men Women Total 

 Population % Population % Population % 

15-19 171,333 5.8 162,048 5.5 333,381 11.3 

20-29 377,172 12.7 614,581 20.8 991,753 33.5 

30-39 314,614 10.6 276,269 9.3 590,883 20.0 

40-49 233,504 7.9 215,582 7.3 449,086 15.2 

50-59 125,132 4.2 130,108 4.4 255,240 8.6 

60-69 109,366 3.7 116,290 3.9 225,656 7.6 

70+ 57,512 1.9 57,971 2.0 115,483 3.9 

Total 1,388,633 46.9 1,572,849 53.1 2,961,482 100.0 

 
Xi’an - Weighting Factor Calculation 

 2000 Population Census Sample (%) Weight 

Age Groups Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 

15-19 5.8 5.5 11.3 5.2 1.6 6.8 1.11257 3.41991 1.65548 

20-29 12.7 20.8 33.5 5.6 7.2 12.8 2.27427 2.88229 2.61628 

30-39 10.6 9.3 20.0 8.8 10.0 18.8 1.20722 0.93287 1.06129 

40-49 7.9 7.3 15.2 12.8 15.2 28.0 0.61599 0.47892 0.54158 

50-59 4.2 4.4 8.6 8.8 8.8 17.6 0.48015 0.49924 0.48970 

60-69 3.7 3.9 7.6 3.6 7.2 10.8 1.02582 0.54538 0.70553 

70+ 1.9 2.0 3.9 2.0 3.2 5.2 0.97100 0.61172 0.74990 

NA          

Total 46.9 53.1 100.0 46.8 53.2 100.0 1.00192 0.99831 1.00000 
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Kunming (2000 Population Census) 

Age Groups Men Women Total 

 Population % Population % Population % 

15-19 150,740 5.9 152,453 6.0 303,193 11.8 

20-29 446,909 17.5 366,727 14.3 813,636 31.8 

30-39 337,088 13.2 272,793 10.7 609,881 23.8 

40-49 189,839 7.4 167,932 6.6 357,771 14.0 

50-59 116,387 4.5 107,495 4.2 223,882 8.7 

60-69 81,942 3.2 74,788 2.9 156,730 6.1 

70+ 45,663 1.8 49,833 1.9 95,496 3.7 

Total 1,368,568 53.4 1,192,021 46.6 2,560,589 100.0 

 
Kunming - Weighting Factor Calculation 

 2000 Population Census Sample (%) Weight 

Age Groups Men Women Total Men Women Total Men Women Total 

15-19 5.9 6.0 11.8 4.0 2.8 6.8 1.47173 2.12637 1.74129 

20-29 17.5 14.3 31.8 13.2 14.8 28.0 1.32222 0.96770 1.13483 

30-39 13.2 10.7 23.8 14.4 12.4 26.8 0.91420 0.85916 0.88873 

40-49 7.4 6.6 14.0 6.8 5.6 12.4 1.09028 1.17113 1.12679 

50-59 4.5 4.2 8.7 6.4 6.4 12.8 0.71021 0.65595 0.68308 

60-69 3.2 2.9 6.1 4.4 4.0 8.4 0.72730 0.73018 0.72867 

70+ 1.8 1.9 3.7 2.4 2.4 4.8 0.74304 0.81090 0.77697 

NA          

Total 53.4 46.6 100.0 51.6 48.4 100.0 1.03580 0.96183 1.00000 

 
 
7 Response Rate 
 

Households contacted and response rate 
 

 Successful Non-response Total 

Beijing 350 1919 2269 

Shanghai 350 1662 2012 

Chengdu 350 1389 1739 

Shenyang 250 1385 1635 

Nanjing 250 5262 5512 

Guangzhou 250 1149 1399 

Tianjin 250 2125 2375 

Chongqing 250 1900 2150 

Xi’an 250 619 869 

Kunming 250 1507 1757 

Total 2,800 18917 21717 
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Reasons for non-response 
 

 Refusal Respondent 

interrupted 

interview 

Nobody at 

home after 3 

call-backs 

Cannot arrange 

a meeting with 

target person 

Not accessible 

building 

Other Total 

Beijing 965 5 18 60 123 53 1224 

Shanghai 1017 1 21 17 73 3 1132 

Chengdu 797 2 4 56 4 0 863 

Shenyang 846 1 27 0 2 13 889 

Nanjing 3067 0 23 192 0 18 3300 

Guangzhou 778 6 17 86 0 3 890 

Tianjin 761 2 0 7 0 0 770 

Chongqing 1102 72 91 52 21 45 1383 

Xi’an 369 1 9 29 19 1 428 

Kunming 805 0 16 14 4 0 839 

Total 10507 90 226 513 246 136 11718 

 
 


