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Please note: 
 
1. The questionnaire is not to be folded or creased 
2. A soft-leaded pencil is to be used 
3. Incorrect answers are to be erased and not crossed out 
4. Line-markings are to be entered exactly between the dots 
5. Figures are to be entered as shown in the following example: 
 
 
 
1. Sex 
 
1 Male 
2 Female 
 
 
2. What month were you born in? 
 
1 January 
2 February 
3 March 
4 April 
5 May 
6 June 
7 July 
8 August 
9 September 
10 October 
11 November 
12 December 
 
 
3. And in what year were you born? 
 
19.......... 
 
 
4. Since 1989 a great deal has changed in the former GDR and in the Federal German 

Republic. Please tell me what, in your personal opinion, the most important changes 
have been.  

 
1st change named   (open answers; coding see Appendix) 
……. 
8th change named 
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5. What is your present opinion towards the reunification of the former GDR and the 
FRG? 

 
INT: please read aloud 
 
1 I am very much in favour 
2 I am rather more in favour than against 
3 I am undecided 
4 I am rather more against than in favour 
5 I am very much against 
 
 
6a. Only for respondents in the Old Bundesländer (old federal states): 
 
Since the opening of the border in November 1989 have you already been to the New 
Bundesländer? 
 
INT: please read aloud 
 
1 Yes, but only for a day trip 
2 Yes, for a few days 
3 Yes, for a long period - for more than a week. 
4  No 
 
  
6b. Only for respondents in the New Bundesländer (new federal states): 
 
Since the opening of the border in November 1989 have you already been to the Old 
Bundesländer? 
 
INT: please read aloud 
 
1 Yes, but only for a day trip 
2 Yes, for a few days 
3 Yes, for a long period - for more than a week. 
4 No 
 
 
7. Can you imagine yourself living for any length of time in the other part of Germany? 
 
INT: please read aloud 
 
1 Yes, definitely 
2 Yes, perhaps 
3 No, probably not 
4 No, definitely not 
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8. INT: is the interview taking place in the old or the new Bundesländer? 
 
1 In the old Bundesländer  9 
2 In the new Bundesländer  11 
 
 
9. Were you born in the old or the new Länder? 
 
1 In the old Bundesländer  10a 
2 In the new Bundesländer  10b 
 
 
10a. Have you ever moved to the new Bundesländer, and if so, when? 
 
1 No 
2 Yes, in the year 19….. 
 
  continue with question 13 
 
 
10b. When did you move to the old Bundesländer? 
 
In 19.......... 
 
  continue with question 13 
 
 
11. Were you born in the old or the new Länder? 
 
1 In the old Länder  12a 
2 In the new Länder  12b 
 
 
12a. When did you move to the new Bundesländer? 
 
In 19…. 
 
  continue with question 13 
 
 
12b. Have you ever moved to the old Bundesländer, and if so, when? 
 
1 No 
2 Yes, in the year 19…. (separate variable) 
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Now for everyone again 
 
13. (6) How often in your spare time do you engage in the following activities? 
 
INT: Shuffle the red cards and present them, present list 1, allow the interviewee to assess the 
red cards using list 1, please mark the answer for each and every card in the following boxes: 
 
4 very often 
3 often 
2 rarely 
1 never 
 
a) Riding around on and repairing cars, motorbikes, bicycles etc. 
b) Watching political, cultural or documentary  programmes on the TV 
c) Playing on or working with a computer 
d) Talking about personal problems 
e) Flirting; getting to know boys/girls 
f) Window shopping 
g) Ringing friends 
h) Looking after pets 
i) Being with the family 
j) Reading books 
k) Listening to music 
l) Playing sport 
m) Dancing 
n) Studying for further career qualifications 
o) Going out, going to parties 
p) Playing an instrument, making music 
q) Going to the theatre, museum, art exhibitions etc 
r) Writing letters 
s) Writing a diary 
t) Working in the garden, looking after plants 
u) Reading comics 
 
 
14. (12) Do you  presently smoke cigarettes? 
 
1 Yes  15 
2 No  16 
 
 
15. (12) How many on average per day? 
 
1 up to 7 
2 8 to 20 
3 21 or more 
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16. (13) How often have you consumed alcohol in the last year? 
 
INT: present list 2 
 
1 not at all    18  
2 1-5 times    18 
3 6-11 times    18 
4 at least once a month.   17 
 
 
17. (13) How often have you consumed alcohol in the past month? 
 
INT: present list 3 
 
1 1 to 2 times 
2 3 to 5 times, meaning once a week 
3 6 to 10 times, meaning about twice a week 
4 11 to 20 times, meaning about 3 to 4 times a week 
5 More than 20 times or up to once a day, meaning at least once every other day 
 
 
18. In the following question I will name some of the ways which you have possibily felt  

or behaved in the last week. Using the list, please tell me how often you have felt this 
way in the past week. 

 
INT: present list 4, sentences to be read aloud individually 
 
0  Rarely or not at all 
1  Sometimes 
2  Frequently 
3  Mostly the whole time 
 
In the last week… 
 
a) things have disturbed me which I am not usually bothered by. 
b) I could not get rid of my gloomy mood, even though my friends tried to cheer me up. 
c) I had trouble concentrating. 
d) I was depressed / down. 
e) everything was strenuous for me. 
f)  I thought my life was one big mistake. 
g) I was scared. 
h) I slept badly. 
i)  I was in a good mood. 
j)  I spoke less than usual. 
k) I felt lonely. 
l)  I enjoyed life. 
m) I was sad. 
n) I had the feeling that people could not stand me. 
o) I could not shake myself into doing anything. 
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19. (18) On the following cards are lists of  groups of people who have been a talking  
 point for quite some time? Where do you stand with regard to these groups? Please  
 give an answer for each card using this list. 
 
INT: please shuffle and present the pink-coloured cards, present list 5, allow the interviewee 
to assess the cards using list 5, please mark the answer for each and every card in the 
following boxes: 
 
1 I consider myself belonging to this group, I live that way 
2 I do not belong to this group, but find these people o.k. 
3 I don't care for this group, I can tolerate them 
4 I don't like this group very much 
5 They are my enimies, I fight against them 
6 I have never heard of them, don't have any idea 
 
a) Punks 
b) Football fans 
c) Squatters 
d) Fans of music groups 
e) Motorbike fans 
f) Fans of clubbing 
g) Rockers 
h) Opponents of nuclear power 
i) Environmentalists, Ecology-movement 
j) Pacifists 
k) Nudists 
l) Bodybuilders / fitness fans 
m) Joggers 
n) Computer fans 
o) Yuppies 
p) Goths  
q) Skinheads 
r) Occultists (pendulum swingers, Séance holders, Tarotcard readers) 
s) Football hooligans 
t) Metallers 
u) Rappers / Hip hop followers 
v) Skaters 
w) Techno followers 
x) Ravers 
y) Grafitti artists 
z) Street-basketballers 
aa) Tram / Bus surfers (ride on side /on top of public transport ) 
ab) Surfers 
ac) Readers of BRAVO 
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20. (19) What is the place like where you live most of the time? Please answer using this  
list. 

 
INT: present list 6 
 
1 rented flat 
2 rented house 
3 owner-occupied flat 
4 own house 
5 rented room 
6 accommodation in a residential institution e.g. boarding school 
7 accommodation in barracks 
8 housing association accommodation 
9 other – please state.. 
 
 
21. (20a) Who do you live with? Please answer using this list. 
 
INT: present list 7. Answers to be marked including number of persons 
 
1) father 
2) stepfather 
3) mother 
4) stepmother 
5) brother        1) number 
6) sister        2) number 
7) grandfather       3) number 
8) grandmother       4) number 
9) spouse 
10) partner 
11) son        5) number 
12) daughter       6) number 
13) other relatives       7) number 
14) residents in a housing association    8) number 
15) school or student colleagues     9) number 
16) professional colleagues / apprentices colleagues  10) number 
17) other non-relatives      11) number 
 
 
22. (20b) Do you have a second place of abode? 
 
1 Yes  23 
2 No  24 
 
 
23. Is your second place of abode with your parents? 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
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24. (20c) How much personal space do you have in your home? Please answer using  
this list, for the first abode and the second abode if applicable. 

 
INT: present list 8 
 
1 No room of your own 
2 No room of your own, but a section of one e.g. the corner of a room 
3 Your own room up to 10m2 
4 Your own room 11-20 m2 
5 Your own room 21 m2 or bigger 
6 Two or more rooms 
7 A closed off living area e.g. with your own bathroom 
8 Your own room including a living room and individual entrance 
 
 
25. (22a) For each of your siblings please give a) their age and sex, b) whether they are  

currently financially supported by your parents 
 
INT: please mark answers a) and b) seperately for each sibling (up to 6 siblings; v25a1 to 
v25a6; v25b1 to v25b6; v25c1 to v25c6) 
 
a) 1 Male 

2 Female 
 
b) …..years old 
 
c) Financially supported: 
 

1 Yes 
2 No 
3 Don’t know 

 
 
26. We will now come to some questions which refer to your normal use of time in a  

normal week, that is without illness, holidays etc.  Please consider the last normal  
week before this interview. How many hours in total did you spend doing the  
following things: 

 
INT: please read sentences a to f individually aloud 
 
a) Solely in lessons (school, University, further education) 
 

1) .....hours 
2) does not apply 

 
b) Solely at work (gainful employment) 
 

1) .....hours 
2) does not apply 



 

Cross-sectional study 1996    10 

 
c) In occasional casual work 
 

1) .....hours 
2) does not apply 

 
d) Keeping appointments, meeting up with people, personal / societal meetings 
 

1) .....hours 
2) does not apply 

 
e) Private work (unpaid, eg. Repairing things, DIY etc) 
 

1) .....hours 
2) does not apply 

 
f) Private study  
 

1) .....hours 
2) does not apply 

 
 
27. How many hours do you require on a normal working day for the following? 
 
INT: please read a) and b) individually aloud 
 
 
a) Sleeping 
 

1) .....hours 
2) does not apply 

 
b) Solely for free time 
 

1) .....hours 
2) does not apply 

 
 
28. And how many minutes do you require on an average working day for the following: 
 
INT: please read a) to e) individually aloud 
 
a) Everyday continuous chores (cooking, washing, cleaning etc) 
 

1) .....minutes 
2) does not apply 

 
b) Personal hygiene (washing, bathing, dressing, make-up etc) 
 

1) .....minutes 
2) does not apply 
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c) Time for own children 
 

1) .....minutes 
2) does not apply 

 
d) Breakfast 
 

1) .....minutes 
2) does not apply 

 
e) Travelling time (eg. to and from work / place of study) 
 

1) .....minutes 
2) does not apply 

 
 
29. How many hours of pure free time do you have at your disposal at the weekend?  

(Saturday and Sunday). Please answer for Saturday and Sunday seperately. 
 
a) Free time on Saturday 
 

1) .....hours 
2) does not apply 

 
b) Free time on Sunday 
 

1) .....hours 
 
 
30. Please now consider your summer holiday last year. Did you spend a large amount of  

that time working? 
 
INT: please read aloud 

 
1 Yes, working for money (casual work, work on the side) 
2 Yes, working for friends / acquaintances 
3 Yes, private work for myself (repairing, building etc) 
4 No 
 
 
31. (24). People have different approaches when it comes to their use and planning of time  

within their life.  How well do the following sentences on these cards describe your 
attitude towards these things? 

 
INT: shuffle the white cards and present them, present list 9, allow theinterviewee to assess the 
cards using list 9, please mark the answer for each and every card in the following boxes: 
 
4 very well 
3 pretty well 
2 not so well 
1 not at all 
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a) Today is today and tomorrow is another day 
b) I’ll think about what to do next week when it happens 
c) It’s not woth thinking about things which could happen tomorrow 
d) I avoid having too many unnecessary thoughts about what might happen in the future 
e) Sometimes I enjoy just going with the flow  
f) I like to spontaneously do whatever I feel like doing 
g) I just live for the moment 
h) I'll take a risk to get the kick 
i) I plan my professional career step by step  
j) I can see my future quite clearly  
k) If you don't plan your life carefully nothing will be achieved at all 
l) You should only set your sights on sensible and accessible goals otherwise you achieve 

nothing  
m) When you're young you shouldn’t head straight for one goal, but rather keep  

everything open and try out different possibilities 
n) Living an interesting life now is more important to me than planning for the future  
o) You can profit more from following an interesting wrong path instead of following the
 normal course of life 
p) I don’t want to make myself dependent on anything including any of my decisions 

from the past  
q) Everything in life is chance 
r) My life is ruled more by chance than by my own decisions 
s) I don't believe that you can learn much from your own experiences 
t) It's all the same to me what the future holds 
 
 
32. (25) On the following cards are opinions representing various attitudes towards life.   

Please state which opinions you tend to agree with. 
 
INT: please shuffle and present the large white cards. Only one answer per card (A-E) 
allowed. 
 
A1) I see my life as a task towards which I dedicate all my strength. I want to achieve 

something in my life, even when it is difficult or strenuous. 
OR 

A2) I want to enjoy my life and not wear myself out more than neccessary.  At the end of 
the day you only get to live once, and so the main thing is to get something out of it. 

 
B1) I find it important to direct my life in such a way that I am a particularly special person 

who stands out from those around me. 
OR 

B2) I find it important to direct my life in such a way that will emphasise what I have in 
common with those around me and will show in what ways we are similar. 
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C1) I direct my life in such a way that the things I do lead to either a direct result, lead to 

me seeing an immediate reward or having fun. 
OR 

C2) I direct my life so that the things I do will pay in the log run. In later life I will benefit 
from the fruits of my labour 

 
D1) At the moment, I’m not too sure what I want from life, I just take things as they come 

OR 
D2) At the moment I’m not too sure what I want from myself and my life, but I spend a lot 

of time thinking about it and trying to clarify the issue. 
OR 

D3) I am already fairly sure what I want from my life because I generally take the tried and 
tested route 

OR 
D4) I am already fairly sure what I want from my life  because I put a lot of time and effort 

into thinking about it and clarifying the issue when I was younger 
 
E1) I spend most of the time thinking about what I will experience in later life 

OR 
E2) I spend most of the time thinking about what I am experiencing in life at the moment 

OR 
E3) I spend most of the time thinking about what I experienced in the past 
 
 
33. (27) In this list are a number of things which could be considered to be important 

values in life, that is what you strive for and how you might like to live.  Please tell me 
how important each item is for your life, whereby 1 = not at all important and 7 = 
exceptionally important, and scores between 1 and 7 = differing levels of importance. 

 
INT: present list 10, please mark each answer in the following boxes: 
 
a) inner harmony (satisfied with oneself) 
b) social power (control over others, dominance) 
c) freedom (freedom of action and thought) 
d) social order (stability of society) 
e) a stimulating life (stimulating experiences) 
f) politeness (behaviour with others) 
g) wealth (material possessions, money) 
h) national security (protection of my country against enemies) 
i) creativity (originality, imagination) 
j) a world at peace (free from war and conflict) 
k) respect for tradition (keeping to revered customs) 
l) detachment (from worldly concerns) 
m) family security (security for loved ones) 
n) unity with nature (blending into nature) 
o) a varied life (full of different, challenging and new experiences) 
p) authority (a law to rule and govern) 
q) true friendship (close supportive friendship) 
r) a world of beauty (beauty of nature and art) 
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34a. Go through the list once more and say which item you consider to be most important 
 
INT: Present list 11 and remove after question 34b. Only one item to be named. 

 
Most important to me is .......... 
 
 
34b. And which item from this list do you consider to be the least important? 
 
INT: List 11. Only one item to be named. 
 
Least important to me is .......... 
 
 
35. (28) What religious denomination do you belong to? 
 
1 Roman Catholic 
2 Christian Catholic   
3 Reformed Evangelical / Protestant 
4 Other Christian denomination 
5 Other religion 
6 No religion 
 
 
36. (28a) How often have you been to a religious service in the last 4 weeks? 
 
1 once 
2 twice 
3 three times 
4 four times or more 
5 not at all 
 
 
37. How often do you go to church?  Using this list please state how regularly you attend  

church services at church, and how often you attend church without there being a 
church service. 

 
INT: Present list 12. Please mark answers in the following boxes 
 
a) Attend church with service 
b) Attend church without service 
 
1 at least once a week 
2 2-3 times a month 
3 once a month 
4 2-10 times a year 
5 once a year 
6 never 
7 only on family occasions (christening, wedding, funeral) 
8 only for Christian celebrations (Christmas, Easter etc) 
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38. (28b) Would you like to tell me whether you pray sometimes or even regularly, or 

would you rather not discuss it? 
 
1 sometimes or regularly 
2 rather not talk about it 
3 don’t ever pray 
 
 
39. (28c) Do you believe in an afterlife? 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
 
 
40. In the following questions you will be asked about your views and beliefs on whether  

there is a higher reality beyond the world in which we live.  I will read aloud some  
possible opinions.  Can you please state whether you  

 
1 completely disagree 
2 slightly disagree 
3 slightly agree      or  
4 completely agree     with each opinion. 
 
INT: Present list 13. Each statement to be read aloud individually 
 
a) There is a God who is personally interested in each and every person 
b) There is no way of knowing whether there is something which exists beyond this world 
c) In my view the meaning of life lies in life itself 
d) If there is a God, then he isn’t very easy to sense 
e) At the end of the day our lives are determined by the laws of nature 
f) Life only has a meaning if you give it one 
g) There is something like a “higer power” 
h) There is a God who became recognisable in the figure of Jesus 
i) In my opinion life has little meaning 
j) Everything comes to a complete end upon death 
k) Life is simply a stage in the development of nature 
l) The resurrection of Jesus Christ gives my death meaning 
m) The future lies in God’s kingdom as proclaimed by Jesus Christ 
n) Death is a transition into a new existence 
o) There is a rebirth / reincarnation of the soul into a new life 
p) The “higer power” is the eternal cycle between humans, nature and the cosmos 
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41. Can you please tell me  whether you completely disagree, slightly disagree, slightly  

agree or completely agree with the statements which I am about to read to you. 
 
1 completely disagree 
2 slightly disagree 
3 slightly agree 
4 completely agree 
 
INT: Present list 13, statements to be read individually aloud 

 
a) I am officially a member of a church, but personally I have terminated my membership 
b) My personal faith directs my actions 
c) In our society it is evident that we live in a Christian-infiltrated culture. 
d) My religious convictions influence my thoughts more than my everyday actions 
e) The Church is no longer in the position to answer the questions which are prominent 

and relevant to me  
f) Church for me is a part of my “home” 
g) My religious convictions are extremely important for my identity, the way in which I 

view myself and my personality. 
h) Having a faith and being modern go well together 
i) I find that an institution such as the Church is important for my religious convictions 
j) I require conversations with like-minded people for my religious  convictions 
k) I often experience disadvantages in everyday life because of my religious convictions 
l) I am engaged in activities in my free-time which are a direct result of my religious 

convictions 
m) Religiousness in these parts is the following of prescribed rites 
n) I often rub people up the wrong way because of my religious convictions 
o) Without my religious convictions I wouldn’t be the person that I am 
p) I very rarely think about my faith  
q) We live in an unchristian world and this causes me to suffer 
r) My religious denomination is important to me 
s) I have my own private and personal religious rites 
t) I can believe without going to church 
u) Outside of church I tend to hide my religousness / my faith 
 
 
42. (29) People can view their future, that is how life will pan out, as being either a gloomy 

or a confident prospect. What are you like in your view of the future? 
 
1 mostly gloomy 
2 mostly confident 
3 mixed, sometimes gloomy, sometimes confident 
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43. (30) Some people believe that they can imagine where they will be and how they will 

live in 40 years time, others can only imagine one week ahead. How far ahead does 
your imagination reach?  Please answer using this list: 

 
INT: Present list 14 
 
01 1 week 
02 1 month 
03 1 year 
04 2 years 
05 3 years 
06 4 years 
07 5 years 
08 10 years 
09 20 years 
10 30 years 
11 40 years or more 
 
 
44. (32) It is possible to view life and the development in our society with either gloom or 

confidence. How do you view it? 
 
1 mostly with gloom 
2 mostly with confidence 
 
 
45. (33) Are you interested in politics? 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
 
 
46. (33a) Which political group do you align yourself with?  Please answer using this  

list: 
 

INT: Present list 15. Only one answer allowed 
 
1 CDU 
2 SPD 
3 PDS 
4 Bundnis '90 (Civil rights alliance) / Green Party 
5 F.D.P. 
6 CSU 
7 Republican 
8 Other 
9 None 
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47. (34) I will now read you some statements concerning politics. For each please tell me 

according to your opinion whether the statements: fully apply, somewhat apply, do not 
apply much, do not apply at all.  

 
4 fully applies 
3 somewhat applies 
2 does not apply much 
1 does not apply at all 
 
INT: Present list 16. Read statements individually aloud and in a different order for each 
interview 

 
a) It is rarely the case that something happens within politics which is of use for the 

normal citizen 
b) Politics is just about money 
c) The MP’s do not care about the interests of the people who elected them 
d) The citizens are often lied to by the politicians 
e) The parties should not be surprised if they begin to lose all votes 
f) In Germany there are too few and not too many politically active people 
g) We should seize every opportunity to become politcally active 
h) I am satisfied with Democracy as it presently stands in Germany 
i) I am bold enough to play an active role in a group which concerns itself with political 

issues 
j) I can understand and judge important political issues 
k) The concept of Democracy is most definitely correct 
l) Democracy is the most appropriate form of government 
 
 
48. (35) I would now like to know from you what you think about the following  

behaviours. Please answer using this list: 
 

INT: Present list 17 
 

1 am fully in favour 
2 am mostly in favour 
3 am mostly against 
4 am fully against 
 
a) participating in a petition 
b) partaking in a authorised political demonstration 
c) refusal to pay rent or taxes 
d) participating in a hefty strike 
e) hindering traffic with a demonstration 
f) participating in a citizens initiative 
g) damaging others’ property e.g. smashing windows, removing street signs etc. 
h) using violence against another person e.g. fight with a policeman, or demonstrator from 

other party 
i) participating in an unauthorised demonstration 
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49. If there was to be a public parliamentary election next Sunday, would you turn up to  

vote? Please answer using this list: 
 

INT: Present list 18 
 
1 Most definitely 
2 Probably 
3 Quite possibly 
4 Probably not 
5 Definitely not 
6 Depends on the circumstances 
7 Don’t know 
 
 
50. How much trust do you personally have in the institutions which I am about to read out 

to you.  Please answer using a scale from 1 (no trust what so ever) to 7 (a large amount 
of trust).  Values between 1 and 7 represent corresponding various levels of trust. 

 
INT: Present list 19.  Items to be read individually aloud. 
 
a) Political parties 
b) Parliament 
c) Federal Government 
d) Federal Constitutional Court 
e) Courts 
f) Churches 
 
 
51. (40) What were/are your favourite subjects at school? Please answer using the  

following list 
 
INT: Present list 20 (more than one answer is possible) 

 
a) classical languages (e.g. Latin, Greek) 
b) biology 
c) chemistry 
d) German 
e) geography 
f) history 
g) maths 
h) music 
i) English 
j) Russian 
k) French 
l) physics 
m) religion 
n) social studies 
o) sport 
p) handicrafts 
q) polytechnic 
r) art studies 



 

Cross-sectional study 1996    20 

s) educational theory 
t) cookery, home economics 
u) production work (day in practical workshop) 
v) work experience 
w) specialist studies at the Berufsschule 
x) no subject 
 
 
52. (41) Now think back to the time when you were between 3 and 12. Which of the  

following games did you play regularly? 
 
INT: present list 21. Items to be read individually aloud 

 
Between the ages of 3 and 12 I played... 
 
1 never 
2 occasionally 
3 often 
4 very often 

 
a) mothers and fathers 
b) play kitchen 
c) shops 
d) doctors and nurses 
e) cowboys and indians 
f) cops and robbers 
g) war, soldiers 
h) with toy guns and other weapons 
i) reading a book, the sort you can learn something from 
j) visiting a museum 
k) going to the theatre or opera 
l) trips out sightseeing 
 
 
53. (42) In the course of life, things happen that change us and our lives. A selection of  

such events are found on these cards. If you have experienced such an event, please tell 
me how old you were at the time. 

 
INT: shuffle and present the blue cards.  Please mark the answers for each card carefully in 
the corresponding box on the following page. 
 
An exact age is to be stated and not an intervall (e.g. between 20-25) 
 
a) Went on holiday on my own 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: when did you experience this event in comparison to your class 

mates? Please answer using the following list (INT: present list 22): 
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5 much earlier 
4 earlier 
3 at the same time 
2 later 
1 much later 
 
 
b) Could come and go from home when I wanted 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: when did you experience this event in comparison to your class 

mates? Please answer using the following list (INT: present list 22): 
 
5 much earlier 
4 earlier 
3 at the same time 
2 later 
1 much later 
 
 
c) Left home (lived independently of parents) 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
d) Had own sexual experiences 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: when did you experience this event in comparison to your class 

mates? Please answer using the following list (INT: present list 22): 
 
5 much earlier 
4 earlier 
3 at the same time 
2 later 
1 much later 
 
 
e) Earned enough money to be able to care of myself 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
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f) Completed first professional qualification (apprenticeship or university) 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
g) Got married 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
h) Being able to intelligently discuss political topics 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: when did you experience this event in comparison to your class 

mates? Please answer using the following list (INT: present list 22): 
 
5 much earlier 
4 earlier 
3 at the same time 
2 later 
1 much later 
 
 
i) Decided for myself what style / appearance I would like 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
j) Became a mother or father for the first time 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
k) Became unemployed for the first time 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
l) Fell in love for the first time 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
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m) Left school 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
n) Was permanently employed for the first time 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
o) Was in a position to cook my own food for the first time 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
p) Undertook duties in the home for the first time 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
q ) Went to a club (discotheque) for the first time 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: when did you experience this event in comparison to your class 

mates? Please answer using the following list (INT: present list 22): 
 
5 much earlier 
4 earlier 
3 at the same time 
2 later 
1 much later 
 
 
r) Knew for the first time which career I wanted 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: when did you experience this event in comparison to your class 

mates? Please answer using the following list (INT: present list 22): 
 
5 much earlier 
4 earlier 
3 at the same time 
2 later 
1 much later 
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s) (only for boys) Had a steady girlfriend for the first time 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: when did you experience this event in comparison to your class 

mates? Please answer using the following list (INT: present list 22): 
 
5 much earlier 
4 earlier 
3 at the same time 
2 later 
1 much later 
 
 
t) (only for girls) Had a steady boyfriend for the first time 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: when did you experience this event in comparison to your class 

mates? Please answer using the following list (INT: present list 22): 
 
5 much earlier 
4 earlier 
3 at the same time 
2 later 
1 much later 
 
 
u) Smoked cigarettes regularly (at least 3 per day) 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: when did you experience this event in comparison to your class 

mates? Please answer using the following list (INT: present list 22): 
 
5 much earlier 
4 earlier 
3 at the same time 
2 later 
1 much later 
 
 
v) Really drank alcohol for the first time 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: when did you experience this event in comparison to your class 

mates? Please answer using the following list (INT: present list 22): 
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5 much earlier 
4 earlier 
3 at the same time 
2 later 
1 much later 
 
 
w) Completely left home 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
x) Lived together with a steady partner 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
 
54a. (43) Here are some more such events. Please say again whether you have experienced 

them, and at what age and also to what extent it changed your life. It may be that you 
have experienced one event several times. In the case that you have experienced it 
more than twice, please give the two times you can best remember. 

 
INT: present list 23. Shuffle and present green cards. Please mark the answers for each card 
carefully in the corresponding box on the following page. 
 
An exact age is to be stated and not an intervall (e.g. between 20-25). 2 ages can be stated per 
event. 
 
In the case that an event has already been experienced, please ask for one or both ages at 
which experienced: 
 
54b. To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer using this list. 
 
aa) Changed school or place of training ab) Changed school or place of training 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
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ba) Repeated a year at school bb) Repeated a year at school 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
 
ca) Left home because of school or training cb) Left home because of school or training
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
 
da) Drop out from apprenticeship or 
training 

db) Drop out from apprenticeship or 
training 

 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
ea) Experienced a difficult final 
examination (school, training, occupation) 

eb) Experienced a difficult final 
examination (school, training, occupation) 

 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
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3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 
using this list (INT: present list 23): 

 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
 
fa) Birth or adoption of a brother or sister fb) Birth or adoption of a brother or sister 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
 
ga) Moved to another town gb) Moved to another town 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
 
ha) Separation, divorce of parents hb) Separation, divorce of parents 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
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5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
 
ia) Father or mother became unemployed ib) Father or mother became unemployed 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
 
ja) Death of father or mother jb) Death of father or mother 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
 
ka) Death of grandfather or grandmother kb) Death of grandfather or grandmother 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
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la) Loss of a close friend lb) Loss of a close friend 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
 
ma) Had a serious illness mb) Had a serious illness 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
 
na) A serious illness of someone close to 
you 

nb) A serious illness of someone close to 
you 

 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
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oa) No longer wanted to live ob) No longer wanted to live 
 
1) Experienced at age .......... 
2) Not yet experienced (separate variable) 
 
3) If already experienced: To what extent did the event change your life? Please answer 

using this list (INT: present list 23): 
 
5 massively 
4 greatly 
3 somewhat 
2 little 
1 not at all 
 
 
55. (44) Among young people there are many different ideas about the relationships 

between young and old. What is your opinion on the topic? Please answer using this 
list: 

 
INT: shuffle and present the yellow cards, present list 24, interviewee is to assess each card 
using list 24. Please mark the answers for each card in the following boxes. 
 
4 exactly true 
3 maybe true 
2 not really true 
1 not true 
 
a) The Police treat all young people really unfairly 
b) There is a total hostility to young people in our society which really gets me down 
c) Our society does really quite a lot for young people 
d) Young people should not just put up with everything at work, and if needs be, should 

really kick up a fuss. 
e) I'm very grateful to my parents 
f) I try hard to understand my parents, even when it's difficult 
g) Very few adults really understand the problems of young people 
h) I don't think much of the experiences of adults, I prefer to find out things for myself 
i) I learn and experience more from my peers than from my parents 
j) Parents are forever interfering in things that don't concern them 
 
 
56. (45) Do you see yourself more as young person (an adolescent) or as an adult, or 

perhaps as something different? 
 
1 Adolescent 
2 Adult 
3 Other (what?) 
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57. (47) When speaking of “young people” (adolescents), up to what age do you include 

someone as being young (adolescent)? 
 
up to .......... years 
 
 
58. (48) Think back once again to the time when you were at school, and between the ages 

of 6-12. To what extent do the following statments apply with regard to you an your 
parantal home at this time? Please answer using this list: 

 
INT: present list 25 
 
4 fully applies 
3 somewhat applies 
2 does not apply much 
1 does not apply at all 
 
a) in my family we made music together 
b) my parents took my school reports seriously 
c) we played sport together 
d) my parents asked regularly about how I was getting on at school 
e) as a family we read together 
f) my parents regularly helped me with my homework 
g) my parents had hobbies that as a child I did too 
h) in my family, school grades were taken note of 
 
 
59. (49) INT: to 13-19 year olds:  Do you tell your parents... 

INT: to 20-29 year olds:  When you were between the ages of 15 to 
19, did you tell your parents... 

INT: present list 26 
 
a) where you spend your free time after school / after work? 
 
1) Father  2) Mother 
 
1 always 
2 occasionally 
3 rarely 
4 never 
5 he/she is not interested 
 
b) what is particularly bothering you? 
 
1) Father  2) Mother 
 
1 always 
2 occasionally 
3 seldom 
4 never 
5 he/she is not interested 
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60. (50) Taking the past twelve months, which of the following have your parents done for 

you? Please answer using this list: 
 
INT: present list 27 
 
My parents have done these things for me: 
 
4 Regularly 
3 Often 
2 Rarely 
1 Never 
 
a) tidying up the room or house 
b) looking after a child (e.g. grandchild or sister) 
c) washing up or other kitchen work 
d) driving you into town etc (by car) 
e) repairing things in the house 
f) suggesting ideas about doing something new, e.g. starting a new hobby 
g) giving advice and practical help with personal problems 
 
 
61. (51) It could also be the case that you have done these things for your parents. How 

often have you done the following for your parents in the last 12 months? Please 
answer using this list: 

 
INT: present list 28 
 
I have done these things for my parents: 
 
4 Regularly 
3 Often 
2 Rarely 
1 Never 
 
a) tidying up the room or house 
b) looking after a child (e.g. grandchild or sister) 
c) washing up or other kitchen work 
d) driving them into town etc (by car) 
e) repairing things in the house 
f) suggesting ideas about doing something new, eg starting a new hobby 
g) giving advice and practical help with personal problems 
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62. (52) How important are the people or groups of people, on the following list for your 

life at this time?  Please answer using this list: 
 
INT: present list 29 
 
4 Very important 
3 
2 
1 Unimportant 
 
a) father 
b) mother 
c) brother 
d) sister 
e) older relatives 
f) same age relatives 
g) life partner / spouse 
h) own child or children 
i) best friend [male] 
j) best friend [female] 
k) group of friends 
l) school friend [male and female] 
m) work-mate [male and female] 
n) teacher 
o) a superior 
 
 
63. (53) Young people often enjoy things that ‘sensible’ adults reject.  

 
INT: for respondents between 13-19: do you do that too? Please answer using  

this list 
INT: for respondents between 20 and 29: Did you do that when you were between  

15 and 19?  Please answer using this list 
 
INT: present list 30 
 
3 Often 
2 Occasionally 
1 Never 
 
a) Having fun riding on trains / buses without a ticket 
b) Staying out all night with others 
c) Listening to music incredibly loud 
d) Leaving a department store or shop without paying for the goods (shoplifting) 
e) Wearing stupid things 
f) Driving a car, motorbike or moped without a licence 
g) Spending a long time playing on gambling machines 
h) Harassing and upsetting old people 
i) Staying away for the night when no-one knows where you were 
j) Having a serious fight with someone 
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64a. (54) Only for male respondents: Do you have someone you consider a real (male) 

friend? 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
 
 
64b. (54) Only for female respondents: Do you have someone you consider a real (female) 

friend? 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
 
 
65a. (55) Only for male respondents: Do you have a steady girlfriend? 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
 
 
65b. (55) Only for female respondents: Do you have a steady boyfriend? 
 
1 Yes 
2 No 
 
 
66a. (56) Only for respondents between 13-19: Do you belong to a group of friends that 

meet regularly or often and feel that they belong together? I don’t mean a club or 
association. 

 
1 Yes regularly 
2 Yes often 
3 No 
 
 
66b. (56) Only for respondents between 20-29: When you look back to when you were 

between 15 and 19, did you belong to a group of friends that meet regularly or often 
and feel that they belong together? I don’t mean a club or association. 

 
1 Yes regularly 
2 Yes often 
3 No 
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67. (57) What do/did the people from your clique think about the following behavioural 

patterns? 
 
a) getting really drunk 
 
1 they are/were really against it 
2 they are/were somewhat against it 
3 they have/had little against it 
4 they have/had nothing against it 
 
 
b) skipping school 
 
1 they are/were really against it 
2 they are/were somewhat against it 
3 they have/had little against it 
4 they have/had nothing against it 
 
 
68. (57) Do you belong to a club or an organisation at the moment? 
 
1 Yes  69 
2 No  70 
 
 
69. (57) Please list all clubs or organisations of which you are a member at the moment. 
 
1st club:   (open answers Items e12 to e15; coding see Appendix) 
2nd club: 
3rd club: 
4th club: 
 
 
70. (59) Only for female respondents: How old were you when you had your first period? 
 
a) .......... years 
b) not yet menstruating (separate variable) 
 
 
71. (60) Only for male respondents: How old were you when your voice started to break? 
 
a) ..........years 
b) not yet broken (separate variable) 
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72. (61) For everyone again: All young people experience a time in which they begin to 

grow much faster than usual. You will notice this because for example, new jeans 
quickly become too short. How old were you when you had your growth spurt? 

 
a) ..........years 
b) not yet started (separate variable) 
 
 
73. (62) How tall are you? 
 
..........cm 
 
 
74. (64) How much do you weigh? 
 
..........kg 
 
 
75. (66) When you think back to your body development between 13 and 14 years old how 

does it compare to that of your classmates? 
 
My bodily development was: 
 
1 much quicker 
2 quicker 
3 same as 
4 slower 
5 much slower 
 
 
76. (72) What profession are you currently in? Please answer using this list 
 
INT: present list 31 
 
01 at school       77 
02 in professional training [apprenticeship, training]  77 
03 studying       78c 
 
(otherwise continue with 79 after 76) 
 
04 unskilled / semiskilled worker 
05 semiskilled craftsworker 
06 skilled craftsworker 
07 qualified skilled craftsworker 
08 white collar employee / lower ranking civil servant 
09 qualified white collar worker / middle ranking civil servant 
10 senior managerial staff / senior civil servant 
11 education profession - pre-school level 
12 education profession - school / adult education 
13 academic education - all aspects of higher education 
14 academic profession 
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15 small independent business person 
16 middle/large independent business person 
17 farmer 
18 independent professional 
19 military service 
20 professional soldier 
21 professional officer 
22 housewife / husband 
23 pensioner 
24 temporarily not working / out of work 
25 reduced hours, reduced shift with 0 hours 
 
 
77. (73) What type of school education / training are you currently in? Please answer using 

this list: 
 
INT: present list 32 
 
01 School for the less able, handicapped etc. 
02 Comprehensive school (Gymnasium track) 
03 Comprehensive school (Realschule track) 
04 Comprehensive school (Hauptschule track) 
05 Hauptschule (lowest level of the three-tier school system) 
06 Realschule (middle level) 
07 Gymnasium (highest level, qualifies for college or university) 
08 College with specific occupational training programmes 
09 Technical university / teachers' college 
10 University 
11 Berufsschule (schooling parallel to an apprenticeship, occupational training) 
 
 
78a. (74) In the case of school pupils (Code 1 for question 76): What year/grade are you in? 
 
..........school year 
 
 
78b. (74) In the case of still completing training/apprenticeship (Code 2 for question 76): 

What year are you in? 
 
..........training year 
 
 
78c. (74) In the case of college/university students (Code 3 for question 76): What semester 

are you in? 
 
..........semester 
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79. Under which school system were you a pupil/student? 
 
INT: please read aloud: 
 
1 under the old GDR system 
2 under the system of the FRG 
3 under both the old GDR and the FRG system 
 
 
80. Did you attain a school qualification under the old GDR system? Please answer using 

this list: 
 
INT: present list 33 
 
1 (still) no leaving certificate 
2 leaving certificate from class 8 
3 leaving certificate from class 10 
4 Abitur (A Levels, high school graduation) 
 
 
81. Did you attain a school qualification under the FRG system? Please answer using this 

list: 
 
INT: present list 34 
 
1 (still) no leaving certificate 
2 Hauptschule leaving certificate 
3 Realschule leaving certificate (Mittlere Reife = as ‘O’ levels) or equivalent 
4 Fachhochschulreife (leaving certificate qualifying for technical college) 
5 Subject related leaving certificate qualifying for technical college 
6 Abitur, general Hochschulreife (highest level leaving certificate qualifying for 

university) 
 
 
82. Which school qualification are you working towards? Please answer using this list: 
 
INT: present list 35 
 
1 no leaving certificate 
2 Hauptschule leaving certificate 
3 Realschule leaving certificate (Mittlere Reife = as ‘O’ levels) or equivalent 
4 Fachhochschulreife (leaving certificate qualifying for technical college) 
5 Subject related leaving certificate qualifying for technical college 
6 Abitur, general Hochschulreife (highest level leaving certificate qualifying for 

university) 
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83. Have you already begun / completed your professional training? 
 
INT: please read aloud 
 
1 yes, under the old training system of the GDR      84 
2 yes, under the training system of the FRG       85 
3 yes, under both the old training system of the GDR and the system of the FRG  84 
4 no            86 
 
 
84. Which training qualifications did you attain under the old system of the GDR? Please 

answer using this list: 
 
INT: present list 36 
 
1 no completed professional training certificate 
2 semiskilled worker 
3 skilled worker 
4 master qualification 
5 technical college certificate 
6 university degree 
 
 
85. Which training qualifications did you attain under the system of the FRG? Please 

answer using this list: 
 
INT: present list 37 
 
1 no professional training certificate (also Berufsschule without qualification) 
2 Berufsschule certificate combined with industrial or agricultural training 
3 Berufsschule certificate combined with commerce or other training 
4 certificate from a college with specific occupational training programmes 
5 professionally related work experience 
6 master/technician or equivalent professional school certificate 
7 technical college certificate (incl. engineering certificate) 
8 university degree 
 
 
86. Which training qualification are you working towards? Please answer using this list: 
 
INT: present list 38 
 
1 no professional training certificate (also Berufsschule without qualification) 
2 Berufsschule certificate combined with industrial or agricultural training 
3 Berufsschule certificate combined with commerce or other training 
4 certificate from a college with specific occupational training programmes 
5 professionally related work experience 
6 master/technician or equivalent professional school certificate 
7 technical college certificate (incl. engineering certificate) 
8 university degree 
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86a. INT: In the case of  
 

Question 84 (Codes 2-6) or question 85 (Codes 2-8), 
completed training qualification     87 

 Otherwise        88 
 
 
87. Only for respondents with completed training qualifications: (77) What profession did 

you learn?  
 
(open answer; coding see Appendix)  Continue  89 
 
 
88a. Only for respondents without completed training qualifications: (77) Do you know 

which profession [career] you would like to follow? 
 
1 Yes  88b 
2 No  89 
 
 
88b. (77) Which profession would you like to follow?  
 
1st profession   (open answers; coding see Appendix) 
2nd profession 
3rd profession 
 
 
89. (78) What is the main source of your being able to pay for your everyday living? 

Please answer using this list: 
 
INT: present list 39 (only a single answer allowed) 
 
01 professional employment 
02 continuous paid part-time work on a low scale 
03 casual work e.g. holiday job 
04 temporary work (short periods) 
05 money from parents 
06 money from spouse or partner 
07 money from relatives 
08 motherhood benefit 
09 unemployment benefit 
10 pension, orphans allowance 
11 savings or private wealth 
12 social security payment 
13 grant, stipend or other such support 
14 military service payment 
15 community service (alternative to military service) payment etc. 
16 other (please specify) 
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90. (79) What other sources of income do you have? Please answer using this list: 
 
INT: present list 39 (up to 5 answers allowed) 
 
a) professional employment 
b) continuous paid part-time work on a low scale 
c) casual work e.g. holiday job 
d) temporary work (short periods) 
e) money from parents 
f) money from spouse or partner 
g) money from relatives 
h) motherhood benefit 
i) unemployment benefit 
j) pension, orphans allowance 
k) savings or private wealth 
l) social security payment 
m) grant, stipend or other such support 
n) military service payment 
o) community service (alternative to military service) payment etc. 
 
 
91a. Now will follow three short questions concerning money which you receive from you 

parents. Roughly how much money do you regularly receive per month from your 
parents? 

 
..........DM 
 
 
91b. When considering the last 12 months, how much money do you occasionally receive 

from your parents? 
 
..........DM 
 
 
91c. What amount of money have you received from your parents in the last 12 months in 

the form of them paying for both regular things like housing/flat payments, furnishings, 
education fees, rent, car payments (insurance and tax), and one off things like purchase 
of a car or other vehicle, holidays, hobbies, clothes etc. 

 
..........DM 
 
 
91d. What about the other way round? How much money do you give to your parents in the 

course of a year? 
 
..........DM 
 
 
92. (81) How much money do you receive altogether on average per month? 
 
..........DM (total) 
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93. In the case that you live with a partner, how much money does your partner 

additionally receive per month? 
 
a) ..........DM 
b) don’t live with partner (separate variable) 
 
 
94.  Under which school system were your parents pupils/students? 
 
INT: please read aloud 
 
1 under the old GDR system 
2 under the system of the FRG 
3 under both the old GDR and the FRG system 
 
 
95. Which school qualification did your parents attain under the old GDR system? Please 

answer using this list, and seperately for  
 
a) father  b) mother 
 
INT: present list 40 
 
1 no leaving certificate 
2 leaving certificate from class 8 
3 leaving certificate from class 10 
4 Abitur (A Levels, high school graduation) 
 
 
96. Which school qualification did your parents attain under the FRG system? Please 

answer using this list, and seperately for  
 
a) father  b) mother 
 
INT: present list 41 
 
1 no leaving certificate 
2 Hauptschule leaving certificate 
3 Realschule leaving certificate (Mittlere Reife = as ‘O’ levels) or equivalent 
4 Fachhochschulreife (leaving certificate qualifying for technical college) 
5 Subject related leaving certificate qualifying for technical college 
6 Abitur, general Hochschulreife (highest level leaving certificate qualifying for 

university) 
 



 

Cross-sectional study 1996    43 

97. Under which system did your parents complete their professional training? 
 
INT: please read aloud 
 
1 under the old training system of the GDR 
2 under the training system of the FRG 
3 under both the old training system of the GDR and the system of the FRG 
 
 
98. Which training qualifications did your parents attain under the old system of the GDR? 

Please answer using this list, and seperately for 
 
a) father  b) mother 
 
INT: present list 42 
 
1 no completed professional training certificate 
2 semiskilled worker 
3 skilled worker 
4 master qualification 
5 technical college certificate 
6 university degree 
 
 
99. Which training qualifications did your parents attain under the system of the FRG? 

Please answer using this list, and seperately for 
 
a) father  b) mother 
 
INT: present list 43 
 
1 no professional training certificate (also Berufsschule without qualification) 
2 Berufsschule certificate combined with industrial or agricultural training 
3 Berufsschule certificate combined with commerce or other training 
4 certificate from a college with specific occupational training programmes 
5 professionally related work experience 
6 master/technician or equivalent professional school certificate 
7 technical college certificate (incl. engineering certificate) 
8 university degree 
 
 
100. (84) Has your father or mother become unemployed during the past 6 months? 
 
a) Father  b) Mother 
 
1 yes, but he/she has already found another position 
2 yes, and he/she has still not found another job 
3 no 
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101. How would you describe your current familial / partner situation? Please answer using 

this list: 
 
INT: present list 44 
 
1 single without partner 
2 single, with partner (not cohabiting) 
3 single, with partner (cohabiting) 
4 married 
5 married but seperated 
6 divorced without partner 
7 divorced with partner 
8 widowed 
 
 
102. (85) How would you describe the area where you live?  Answer not necessarily 

according to the official description of your abode, but rather according to the 
environment which you directly perceive and come into contact with. Please answer 
using this list: 

 
INT: present list 45 
 
01 Hamlet / single farm 
02 Village in a very countrified area 
03 Village near to a medium to large town 
04 country town (up to 30 000 inhabitants) 
05 industrial town (up to 50 000 inhabitants) 
06 Medium sized town with minimal industry (up to 100 000 inhabitants) 
07 Medium sized town with lots of industry (up to 100 000 inhabitants) 
08 Small to medium city (up to 500 000 inhabitants) 
09 Large city (over 500 000 inhabitants) 
10 Suburb of large city 
 
 
103. (86) Town size 
 
1 under 2000 inhabitants 
2 2000 to 5000 inhabitants 
3 5000 to 20000 inhabitants 
4 20000 to 50000 inhabitants 
5 50000 to 100 000 inhabitants 
6 100 000 to 500 000 inhabitants 
7 500 000 inhabitants or more 
 
 
104. (87) Federal state 
 
01 Schleswig-Holstein 
02 Bremen 
03 Hamburg 
04 Lower Saxony 
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05 North-Rhine Westphalia 
06 Hessen 
07 Rhineland-Palatinate 
08 Saarland 
09 Baden-Württemberg 
10 Bavaria 
11 West Berlin 
12 East Berlin 
13 Thuringia 
14 Saxonia 
15 Saxonia-Anhalt 
16 Brandenburg 
17 Mecklenburg-Western Pomerania 
 
 
105. Postcode (not included in the data) 
106. Interviewer Identity Number (not included in the data) 
107. Continuous Number (not included in the data) 
 
 
108. This interview was carried out on: 
 
a) day 
b) month 
c) year 
 
 
I, the undersigned, guarantee that the interview was carried out according to the regulations of 
the institute. Court of Jurisdiction is the Institute Headquarters. 
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Appendix (coding) 
 
 
Question 4: coding 
 
111 Freedom to vote / democracy 
112 More freedom 
113 Freedom of opinion 
114 Freedom of press 
115 Freedom to travel 
116 Political merit 
117 Freedom to develop 
118 More say in matters 
119 Better living arrangements 
 
121 Higer living standards 
122 Good supply of consumer goods 
123 Higer salary 
124 Better school education 
125 Freedom in professional development 
126 Right to strike 
127 More free time 
128 Friendship/getting closer 
129 Better living conditions 
 
131 More purchasing power 
132 Better shopping provisions 
133 Better medicinal supplies 
134 Improvement of the economic situation 
135 Free market 
136 Single currency / currency union 
137 More loans 
138 More colourful 
139 Reconstruction of historical monuments 
 
141 Better protection of the environment 
142 Building projects all over the place 
143 More self initiative needed 
144 Reunification / Fall of the wall 
145 Faster moving 
146 Lots of industry 
147 Change of economic structure 
148 More inhabitants / Expansion of territory / new Federal states 
149 Additional solidarity tax 
 
151 More taxes 
152 Social insecurity / Social decline 
153 Greater difference between poor and rich 
154 No apprenticeships 
155 Less social protection 
156 Less jobs 
157 Drug abuse / criminality 
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158 Cold-heartedness / narrow-mindedness 
159 Homelessness 
161 Lack of social thinking 
162 Decline of the economic situation 
163 Increase in prices 
164 Drop in purchasing power 
165 Lack of accomodation 
166 Higer rent 
167 Nothing for youth's leisure time 
168 Criminality 
169 More foreigners 
 
171 Higer travelling costs 
172 More debts / financial problems 
173 More expensive living conditions 
174 Worse provisions for child care 
175 Collapse of firms in the east 
176 Coming to terms with the past 
177 Lots of problems 
178 Pension problems 
179 Mistrust 
 
181 Lack of orientation 
182 More prejudices 
183 Packaging rubbish / more environmental problems 
184 Too much advertisement 
185 Unemployment 
186 Hatred against foreigners 
187 Discontentment 
188 Racial discrimination 
189 General brutalisation 
 
191 Right winged extremists /Nationalists 
192 Youth more aggressive 
193 Violence 
194 No police 
195 Wave of sexuality 
196 TREUHAND Gesellschaft  
197 Receivers of social welfare 
198 Departure of Russian soldiers 
199 No more STASI 
 
211 Berlin as capital 
212 Peace 
213 One State / country 
214 More humane penal system 
215 Better transport system 
216 Cultural renovation 
217 Open borders 
218 Support / subsidies 
219 More workers / work 
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221  Security 
222 No change 
223 Hatred amongst people 
224 Disintegration of jobs 
225 Federal Chancellor Kohl 
226 No death penalty 
227 Technical advancement 
228 Property situation 
229 Sport 
 
231 Abortion law 
232 Change in the military 
 
 
Question 69: coding 
 
111 General sport club 
112 Football club 
113 Handball club 
114 Other team sport 
115 Tennis 
116 Horse riding 
117 Swimming, water polo 
118 Table tennis 
119 Badminton 
 
121 Keep fit, fitness 
122 Gymnastics 
123 Bodybuilding 
124 Weight sports 
125 Martial arts 
126 Ballet 
127 Sailing 
128 Winter sports 
129 Rifle club 
 
131 Chess club 
132 Cycling 
133 Athletics 
134 Gliding / kite flying 
135 Volleyball 
136 Other sports 
137 Catholic youth groups 
138 Parish 
139 CVJM-Christian youth group  
 
141 Other church or religious groups 
142 Church choir 
143 Singing group 
144 Orchestra 
145 Dance group 
146 Music group 
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147 Theatre group 
148 Other arty or cultural groups 
149 Fire association 
 
151 DLRG - Lifeguard association 
152 THW - voluntary catastrophy service 
153 Sea security 
154 Car associations (like the AA) 
155 Motorbike club 
156 Youth centre group 
157 Youth group in general 
158 School group 
159 Student association 
 
161 Group of collectors (e.g. Stamps) 
162 Red Cross etc. 
163 Bowling 
164 Other hobby clubs 
165 Professional Trade Organisation 
166 Fan club 
167 Carnival group 
168 Charity or social groups 
169 Home town / tradition club 
 
171 Rambling society 
172 Green Party, alternative, Greeenpeace 
173 CDU young conservatives 
174 Young Socialists, Falken 
175 Citizens' initiative group 
176 Army 
177 Other political or world view groups 
178 Youth trade union 
179 Scouts 
 
181 German Youth Hostel Association 
182 Other youth unions 
183 Informal, private groups 
184 Pedagogic organised study group 
185 Animal welfare 
 
191 Car fan club 
192 Ice hockey 
193 Train set 
194 Environmental protection 
195 Dance club 
196 Disabled sport 
197 Aid club 
198 Forestry Youth 
199 MTV 
 
211 School newspaper 
212 Radio club 
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213 Ski-club 
214 Kolping (catholic association for young workers) 
215 Computer club 
216 Poultry farming  
217 Tenants association 
218 Skat (typical German card game) club 
 
219 Other 
221 No answer 
 
 
Questions 87, 88b: coding 
 
111 Farmer 
112 Animal breeding/Fishery 
113 Administration, advisor for agriculture and cattle breeding 
114 Agricultural worker, zoo-keeper 
115 Landscape gardener 
116 Forestry / gamekeeper 
117 Miner 
118 Producer of minerals, oil or natural gas 
119 Mineral processor 
 
121 Stone mason 
122 Producer of building materials 
123 Ceramic producer 
124 Glass-maker 
125 Chemical worker 
126 Synthetic material processor 
127 Paper producer / processor 
128 Printer 
129 Producer of wood, wooden goods and similar jobs 
 
131 Manufacturer of metal, rolling miller 
132 Moulder / Caster 
133 Metal shaper (without files) 
134 Metal shaper (with files) 
135 Surface metal worker, Metal tempering, coating 
136 Welder 
137 Smithy 
138 Thin sheet metal processor, installator 
139 Locksmith 
 
141 Mechanic 
142 Toolmaker 
143 Craft smithy 
144 Electrician 
145 Fitter and metal occupations 
146 Spinning occupations 
147 Textile producer 
148 Textile processor 
149 Textile refiner/finisher 
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151 Producer of leather, processor of leather and hide 
152 Producer of baked and pastry goods 
153 Meat/fish processor 
154 Food preparer 
155 Manufacturer of beverages and semi-luxury foods 
156 Other nutrition-based occupations 
 
157 Bricklayer, builder 
158 Carpenter, roofer, scaffolder. 
159 Road construction, civil engineering. 
 
161 Labourer 
162 construction craftsman (interior and facilities) 
163 Interior decorater, upholsterer 
164 Joiner, model builder 
165 Painter, varnisher and related jobs 
166 Goods inspector, dispatcher 
167 Unskilled worker, further undefined 
168 Machinist and related jobs 
169 Engineer 
 
171 Chemist, physicist, mathematician 
172 Technician 
173 Technical specialist 
174 Goods trader 
175 Bank/insurance salesman 
176 Other commercial services and related jobs 
177 Road transport occupations 
178 Water/air transport occupations 
179 Media and communication professions 
 
181 Stores supervisor / transport worker 
182 Entrepreneur, organiser, auditor 
183 Elected representative, professional with administrative decision-making function 
184 Cashier, book-keeper, data-processor 
185 Office worker / administrator 
186 Service/Duty-officer 
187 Safety-officer 
188 Law protection 
189 Journalist, translator, librarian 
 
191 Artist and related jobs 
192 Doctor, pharmacist 
193 Other health related jobs 
194 Social and nursing work 
195 Teacher 
196 Jobs within the arts and natural sciences 
197 Pastor 
198 Personal hygienist 
199 Gastronomy 
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211 Home economic related jobs 
212 Cleaning jobs 
213 Helping family members outside of agriculture 
214 Worker with  title as of yet unspecified 
998 Other 
999 No job given 
 
 
Question 20: coding of "other": 
 
Room in parents’ house (x 5) 
Parents’ house (x 3) 
In-laws’ house 
Grandmother’s house 
Rented flat from parents 
With parents at home 
Sometimes with friend sometimes at home with parents 
With parents 
Have no abode at present 
 
 
Question 56: coding of "other": 
 
Young adult (x 13) 
Both (x 4) 
Teenie (x 4) 
In between (x 3) 
Teenager (x 3) 
Adolescent (x 3) 
Mother (x 2) 
Person in twenties (x 2) 
A bit of both (x 2) 
Actually both (x 2) 
Youthful adult (x 2) 
Mid-aged 
Self confident, intelligent woman 
Sensible creature 
Child 
Becoming an adult 
Boss 
Something in between 
Transisitonal form 
Militant dreamer 
Exactly in between 
Free person 
Junior 
Sometimes as adult, sometimes as youth 
As myself 
Person who still has to gather lots of experiences 
Post-adolescent 
Youthful adult 
Transition 
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Question 89: coding of "other" 
 
Apprenticeship allowance (x 13) 
Pocket money (x 8) 
Government grant (x 5) 
Parents (x 3) 
Apprenticeship money (x 2) 
Child benefit (x 2) 
Training allowance (x 2) 
Professional Academy 
Maintenance 
Contribution from partner 
Maintenance and child benefit 
Maintenance of foster parents 
Illegal earnings 
Youth welfare 
Child benefit 
Maintenance 
Housing benefit 
"Sonntagsgeld" 
From husband 
Professional training grant 
"Anwärtebezüge" (apprenticeship allowance of civil servants) 
Part-time job 
 
 
Question 90: coding of "other" 
 
Child benefit (x 6) 
Pocket money (x 5) 
Government grant (x 5) 
Maintenance and child benefit 
Relatives (x 2) 
Grandma helps (x 2) 
Delivering newspapers (x 2) 
Casual work 
Pocket money from grandparents 
Holiday work 
Grandfather 
Caretaker job 
Sport awards 
Money from relatives, birthday money 
Accident benefits 
Maintenance 
Private property 
Honoraries for teaching 
Foster parents’ donations 
Jobs in spare time 
Illegal earnings 
Apprenticeship earnings 
Maintenance for daughter 
Sometimes from relatives 
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Grandparents 
Maintenance for child 
Private tuition 
Income with husband 
Cleaning neighbour’s hallway 
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